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Arafat expects Israel to invade Lebanon 

TUNIS (R) — Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat believes Israel is preparing to invade South Lebanon to distract 
attention from tbe occupied territories and derail Middle Hast peace 
moves, a Danish opposition leader said Sunday. Svend Auken, leader of 
Denmark's Social Democratic Party, 'told Reuters: “He has intelligence 
reports indicating without any doubt that Israel is planning a new 
invasion. They (the PLO} see the same pattern of preparation as before 
the 1982 invasion (of Lebanon) — ammunition and war materia] amassed 
in the border region. Arafat seemed very depressed about it. “He was 
speaking after three -hour talks over dinner Saturday with Arafat and his 
aides. “He took it very seriously. He saw a sinister pattern in this — that 
for the right wing in tbe Israeli cabinet this would be a way of turning 
world opinion away from the West Bank and Gaza Strip and of 
shortcutting the peace process," Auken said. Auken heads one of three 
Scandinavian delegations having talks with the PLO in T unis . “This (an 
invasion) would nigger a violent Palestinian reaction... once you started a 
vicious circle of military activity it would be unstoppable,” he added. 


Price: Jordan 100 Cls; Syria 1 pound; Lebanon 1 pound; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyais; UAE 1.50 dir hams ; Great Britain 25 pence 


; AMMAN (Petra) — Majesty 
King Hus«^Te<»hrad at Al Nad- - 
wa =; Pal ace^ Stiaday^ afternoon 
Generaf*Tan.:/Stt.; ftashemt.; 
Malaysia’s air fa rce ca mmander 

I Tush s - 4.w • - — . 

Tan. conveyed; to , the King 
, greetings from the Malaysian 
monarch .who wished t£e r King 
continued health and happiness 
and forth cr prpgress and prosper- 
ity .for the Jcroanian people.' i 
. : Tbe. King and r the -Malayan 
guest diseased bilateral relations 
and ccK^xrationinmilrtary fields. 
King Hussein later conferred on 
Tan the. Jordanian .Al Kawfcab 
•Medal of.the Rist. Ordcr and 
rectpved firdm the. general the 
shield of tbe Malayan armed 
forceras a. token gift.-; . 



King: Progress in two months towards peace 


H& Majesty KmgHnssein Sunday presents tbe Al Kawlcab Medal of 
tbe First Order to Malaysia’s air force commander General Tan Sri 
Hashem (Petra photo) 


' . The meeting was attended by 
Royal Court Chief Field Marshal 
Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker, Chief of 
Staff General Fathi Abu Taleb 
and the commander of the Royal 
Jordanian Air Force. Later, the 
King hosted a lunch in honour of 
the Malaysian guest. 

Later .Tuesday, Gen. Abu 
Taleb deceived Gen. Tan and 
reviewed with trim the military 
situation in the region and scopes 


of cooperation, as well as issues 
of mutual concern. The meeting 
was attended by a number or 
senior aides and commander of 
the Royal Jordanian Air Force. 
Gen. Tan arrived in Amman Sun- 
day morning on a several-day 
official visit to Jordan (hiring 
which be will visit a number of 
military and archaeological sites 
and meet with a number of Jorda- 
nian officials. 


Qasem heads for Lebanon talks 


: Deputy. . 

Prime Minister >-and Foreign! 
Minister Marwan.AJ Qasemieft 
for Tams.Smjdayafthe head of a 
jbrdaniah delegation to . a meet- 
ing of an Arab league ministerial 
committeeentrustedwith finding 
a solution ;to rhe crisis in 
Lebanon. . - . 

. - In a statement earried by tbe 
Jordan News -Agency, Petra, 
Oasem expressed hope- that the. 
committee would :sueqeed in . 
rieeting WiUL the dflKHrpnt 
Lebanese paries. lusar _ tbteir 

: view£ and; offer proposals Tor .a 7 
Sohltiom^ t : "i'iC ' 

~ The: 

now mare fevcmiable^ fcff niedia- 
;tipri to end the Lebanese crisis in 
an objective, and 1 responsible 
manner, QasearsakL, ..! 

; _He said Jordan w^very much 
concerned wifijthtLebanese civ 
. sis and hopes to join i bands with 
the Arab .states aaffer a 


meaningful contribution for an 
; appropriate . solution . He . hoped 
that the .various Lebanese parties 
would cooperate with the Arab 
League committee. 

- The committee of six was cre- 
ated Jan.. 12 and is headed by 
Kuwaiti Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Sabah Al . Ahmad Al Sabah who 
told reporters in Tunis that “all 
parties concerned have expressed 
:1heir willingness to facilitate the 
_ task of the committee.'’ 

, -•. Inadtfitjon to Kuwait and Jor- 
dan, the committee is made up of 
foreigjr ministers from -Tunis, 
Algeria, Sudan mid the United 
.Afeb^Epm^tes as : well . as Chadii 
lOibi, ;secretary-general of the 
Arab League. The woric of the 
committee also has received the 
support of the United States, the 
Soviet* Uraon, France, China and 
U.N. Secretary General' Javier 
,_Perez de Cuellar. 

The committee began its work 



Marwan-Al Qasem 

Sunday and was to review the 
positions of the various Lebanese 
parties. 

Discussions were to continue 
Monday and Tuesday, involving 
the principal personalities on tbe 
Lebanese political scene. 



I 


UAEtonatfonalisegovernmentjobs 

ABU^DBtABJ jIt) — The UHtted Arab Emirates (UAE) is planning to 

in rataisfries wfih lIAEhrotionab in the 
next five yokfy.fbe -BttoaiJtased Al Bayan newspaper reported 
Suaday . It said tbegoverxHnent approved a five-year nationalisation 
plan starting thisyear due to growing ftnanrirf obligations, overstaf- 
fing and mof^ig iinmber of local university graduates. 

AlgerlaiL^ iii Libya 

ROME (AP) ^-~ Algerian Prune Minister Kasdi Merbah travelled to 
Libya for taJBcsoa trilateral relations, the Libyan news agency JANA 
reported Sunday. agency said Merbah was h earting a delegation 
at the sirib sesaaon bfTiM A^eriair'Liby^n committee, which opened 
Satnrfay.- Merbah also. held ‘iknitflri” talks with Libyan leader. 
Mimmutar Qatl hafi, according to aaAigiersradJo report monitored in 
Loaton. Ubyi m the patrt fc^ urged that tbe two countries form a 
political- union. hid Amelia has rejected the idea. None t heless, the 
countries ^ jnoperi cooperation in oplitqral, economic and 
technical fields hi recent years. 


JAKARTA India’s nnidster of state for external affairs 

appealed Sundayfor Kampuchean resistance leader Prince Norodom 
^SStanonk noth) stay away from Jakarta during next month’s informal 
talks : an ways to solve the Kampuchean conffid. K. Natwar Singh told 
teporters upon his arrival from New Ddhi that India could help find a 
rotation to -the -war -between a. three-party, resistance coalition mid 
that witerert Kampngfaea in 1978. SShauonk said be 
would stay aiway from Jakarta because KampocheaB Premier Hun 
Sea im 'rejected bis proposal that an- intemffo^peacefceeping force 
supervise tire:, withdrawal of Vietnamese forces. _ 

Nigeri Cairo 

CAIRO : (AI*) — ~ Nigerian President Qxdiiab Baba ng ida arrived 
Sunday" on a~ t hree - da y official vfait and was greeted by Preddoit 
Bosai Mnbar^k, the Middle East News Agency (MENA) reported. 
This s Babangida’s Grst ^QcisI mt to Cairo, and ids talks with 
Mdarik sv expected to fticm cooperation among African states, 
-MENA-sahL : ; " r- 

Pakistani J^rojgn miniver in Riyadh 

RDfABII .O^-rr The tore^n ministers rf Saudi Arabia and P akis t a n 
hdd tdks Smdsy ahoot coordinatmg support for rebels in Afghanis- 
hn vlicre Soriet tnMps -are dose to cmpletiiig their withdrawal. 
Di^ooutS said Pakistani Foreign Minister Sahabzada Yaqub Kh a n 
areived-taT^adh Samday and taimediate^ be^m talks with Prince 
Saod At Eahn^ his^ 

WarjiingoverforgedL^banesebanknotes 

BKURUT fR)^— ^Lebanon V central bank has warned the public that 
fbrged l^bKOOKhanbnotes are in; efreutatfon, offidals said Sunday. 
Tbey srifd Cfasiral Bank Governor Edmond Naan reported that mites 
of s5ttnusd L0^ Lebanese pound denomhurtfous with tanks ht serial 
Bombers . rind!, design, vreke . seizedlast wedc. 

Gbr^bhev to visit Bonn in June 

Soviet MBdiafl Gorbachev wifi thake a 


1 2 more 
protesters 
wounded in 
W. Bank 
and Gaza 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli soldiers 
shot and wounded at least 12 
Palestinians in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
Sunday. 

In the Gaza Strip, (he Israeli 
army sealed the homes of six 
Palestinians accused of attack- 
ing soldiers and Arabs sus- 
pected of collaborating with 
Israel. The army has regularly 
destroyed or sealed houses of 
Palestinian activists. 

In Nablus, tbe West Bank’s 
largest city, leaflets appeared 
for the first time signed by the 
Arab Socialist Baath Party, 
Arab reporters said. 

Tbe leaflets condemned 
American imperialism and said 
Palestinians who favour ejec- 
tions are playing info IsraeTs 
hands. “The only language 
that the enemy understands is 
the thug’s language,” they 
said. 

Sources said the army 
arrested ISO people in the West 
Bank- town of Tulkarem Satur- 
day night during ah operation 
to round up local activi sts . 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein has said progress 
towards an international peace 
conference on the Middle East 
may start following a two- 
month settling-in period for the 
new American administration. 

“We have to wait at least two 
months until the new adminis- 
tration of the United States 
outlines its foreign policy,” tbe 
King was quoted as saying in an 
interview with tbe Arabic-tan- 
guage daily newspaper Al Ra’i. 

“Then the mechanism of 
worldwide and regional moves 


will start,” the King added. 

U.S. President George Bush 
ret d Friday he would “wait to 
see how we go forward,” be- 
fore considering a meeting be- 
tween a high level U.S. official 
and Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafot to discuss a Middle East 

settlement. 

“We are just starting. Yon 
crawl before yon work,” Bush 
added. 

Al Ra'i quoted the King as 
saying he senses an improve- 
ment in tbe Middle East’s 
psychological outlook due to 


Improved economic coopera- 
tion, international moves to 
bold a Middle East peace con- 
ference and worldwide efforts 
to solve the Lebanese problem. 

“We still think that there is a 
need to convene an Arab sum- 
mit to crystallise a comprehen- 
sive solution to the Lebanese 
problem before it is too late,” 
the King said. 

King Hussein said Israeli 
public opinion was more amen- 
able to the idea of an interna- 
tional peace conference. 

“Tbe required change in tbe 


Israeli position has begun,” he 
said. 

The King referred to a recent 
public opinion poll in Israel 
which revealed that 54 per cent 
of the Israelis are inclined to- 
wards peace. 

King Hussein said four Arab 
states — Jordan, Egypt, Iraq 
and North Yemen — were se- 
rious about Forming an econo- 
mic grouping that would be 
open to all Arab states not 
already members of existing 
Gulf or Maghreb groups. 


Tbe King expressed confi- 
dence that Jordan has weath- 
ered a period of economic diffi- 
culty. 

“The period of economic 
hardship that Jordan under- 
went is over and behind us 
dow,” he mid. 

He added that tbe “f inancia l 
and soda! reform movement, 
undertaken by all sectors, puts 
our economy in a good posi- 
tion” because it has pnt the 
economy on a basis of self- 
dependency. 


Jordan, Egypt to boost 
cooperation in all fields 


CAIRO (Petra) — The prime 
ministers of Jordan and Egypt, 
Zaid Rifai and Atef Sedki, Sun- 
day signed minutes of tbe ninth 
Joint Jordanian-Egyptian Higher 
Committee meetings which co- 
vered cooperation in different 
fields. 

Following the signing cere- 
mony, the two prime ministers 
made speeches pledging con- 
tinued efforts to attain further 
progress and a greater measure of 
integration and coordination be- 
tween the two countries. 

Following are highlights of the 
minutes: 

Economic cooperation and trade 

The two sides agreed that they 
should pay up their shares to the 
joint holding company's capital. 
Egypt and Jordan will jointly pay 
10 per cent of the total capital 
which is equal to $2.5 million by 
July 1989. 

' The two sides voiced. satisfac-. 
tion with the corhpany’s decision 
. to set up lean meat and animal 
feed projects with a $20.2 million 
capital. The company will acquire 
a 20 per cent share in the capital 
of the project and the rest will be 
offered in tbe form of shares to 
various Arab banks and organisa- 
tions. 

The holding company will 
speed up work on a feasibility 
study for an agricultural seeds 
project which should be com- 
pleted by the end of March 1989 
so that the ministries of agricul- 
ture in both countries can embark 


on plans to cany it out. 

Studies on the joint fisheries 
project should also be completed 
in three months’ time, and tbe 
Jordanian-Egyptian Busienss- 
men’s Association will be re- 
quested to help create a joint 
tourist investment company in 
which tbe holding company will 
acquire a 10 per cent share. 

The two sides agreed to allow 
the Jordanian and Egyptian trade 
centres in Cairo and Amman to 
open accounts in foreign, con- 
vertible currencies and they will 
adhere to the provisions of tbe 
trade protocol concluded in 1988. 
Jordan will issue special import 
licences for the Egyptian trade 
centre in Amman and the Egyp- 
tian trade fair which will be held 
in Amman in March. 

The two sides agreed to con- 
vene a meeting of the joint trade 
committee in May 1989 to lay 
down plans for helping tbe two 
countries to exchange goods 
together worth $350 million dur- 
ing 1989 and to increase the 
quotas of the trade centres. 

They agreed to set up a joint 
technical committee from the two 
national airlines to reach a settle- 
ment on outstanding financial 
issues. 

Industry 

They agreed to form joint com- 
mittees to carry out coordination 
in industry, chemical fertilisers, 
industrial machinery, electronics 
and food processing industries. 

They agreed to encourage 


establishment of specialised 
bodies to help in industrial en- 
gineering and to promote market- 
ing of industrial products and to 
streamline industrial production 
and legislation. 

The two sides decided to orga- 
nise joint seminars and to take 
part in industrial fairs to help or 
promote the s lae of national pro- 
ducts. They pledged to abide by 
specifications and standards as 
worked out by a joint technical 
committee. 

They agreed on plans for prom- 
oting vocational training, en- 
couraging meetings by industrial- 
ists from both countries benefit- 
ing from findings of specialised 
research centres. 

Specialists from the ministries of 
p lannin g should coordinate their re- 
gional planning, set up a joint team to 
help carry out regional planning in 
stages and cany out integrated stu- 
dies on the integration of southern 
Jordan with Sinai. - ■ 

Agriculture 

Jordan and E^ypt will continue to 
exchange expertise and information 
on agriculture, land reform, irriga- 
tion, project assess m ent schemes and 
animal husbandry. 

They will also exchange visits by 
ejqierts and hold meetings to help 
eliminate diseases affecting plants, 
and to market agriculture produce. 
They agreed on coordination of train- 
ing personnel in packing and grading 
-crops, gathering information on pro- 
duction of animal wealth, and anim al 

(Continued on page 4) 


By Sameer Al Hiyari . 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Palestine National 
Council (PNC) Speaker Sheikh 
Abdul Hamid Al Sayeh has de- 
scribed Jordanian-Palestiniau re- 
lations as unique and stronger 
than any ties between two Arab 
countries and said such a state of 
relations stemmed from Jordan’s 
keen interest in solying the 
Palestinian problem in the best 
interests of the Palestinian peo- 
ple. 

In an interview with the Jordan 
Tunes and Al Ra’i, Sayeh said the 
hoisting earlier this month of the 
Jordanian and Palestinian flags at 
the embassy of the State of Pales- 
tine in Amman demonstrated the 
two people's interest in settling 
the Palestinian problem and 
achieving unity. 

Noting that constant contacts 
were under way between tbe 
Jordanian and Palestinian lead- 
erships and that the two sides 
consult each other before 
embarking on any move, Sayeh 
voiced hope that “our aspirations 
will materialise through the res- 
toration of land and the establish- 
ment of a confederation with 


Jordan." 

Sayeh said it was too early to 
form a Palestinian government 
and that the issue was subject to 
the approval of the PNC, which 
declared the State of Palestine at 
a meeting in Algiers in Novem- 
ber. 

He said no Palestinian from the 
occupied territories will be a 
member of a Palestinian govern- 
ment as long as the territories 
remained under occupation. 

Sayeh said Jordan’s derision to 
sever legal and administrative ties 
with the West Bank was in fulfil- 
ment of the Palestinian lead- 
ership's wishes voiced at various 
Arab summits. “Tbe Jordanian 
decision blocked Israel's designs 
and put an end to concepts that 
do not serve the higher interests 
of the Arabs and Palestinians,” 
he said. 

Asked whether the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
would be ready to make any 
concessions if the U.S. and Israel 
refused to respond positively to 
the Palestinian demand for an 
independent state, Sayeh said: 
“What matters is not whether we 
respond to the American wish or 
not, but what would serve the 


PLO says no polls before Israeli withdrawal 


by Sovlet'Fqr^n M&tister Ednani- Stevardnadz e. 


TUNIS (Agencies) — The Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) said Sunday it could not en- 
dorse elections m the occupied 
territories until Israel troops 
withdrew. 

“Our position is no to elections 
under Israeli occupation, yes to 
elections after Israeli withdrawal 
under U.N. supervision and in 
the presence of U-N- forces,” 
PLO spokesman Ahmad Abdul 
Rahman told Reuters. 

Abdul Rahman was comment- 
ing on remarks by Palestinian 
nationalist leader Faisal Al Hus- 
seim, who said he thought the 
PLO would accept elections free 
of Israeli interference. 

“I believe the PLO will agree if 


it will be a real democratic and 
free election under the supervi- 
sion of the United Nations or 
another international supervision 
and no preconditions about what 
will happen afterwards,” Hus- 
seim said on his release from an 
Israeli prison. Abdul Rahman, 
asked if the PLO would accept 
U.N.-supervised elections while 
Israel rail occupied , the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, said tbe 
PLO understood U-N- supervi- 
sion to mean U.N. control 1 and 
. this was incompatible with Israeli 
control. 

. “This is not only the PLO 
position, this is the Palestinian 
position,'’ he added. . 

- Al Hnsseini, who ‘was jailed 


without trial through most of the 
13-month Palestinian uprising, 
said upon his release Sunday that 
be envisions direct talks soon 
between Israel and the PLO. 

“I believe that they (the 
Israelis) have decided that their 
enemy is the PLO and who do 
you make peace with but your 
enemy.” he said. 

Hnsseini, who met in jail re- 
cently with Israeli government 
officials, predicted that signs of 
progress will emerge in the next 
fow months in the Israeli-Palesti- 
nian conflict, but he refused to be 
specific. 

Hussetni spoke to reporters as. 
be was released from prison and 
later at his home in Arab Jeru- 


salem. He also was interviewed 
on Israeli television, taking the 
unusual step of speaking in 
Hebrew. 

He refused to directly confirm 
reports that he met in his prison 
cell with Israel defence Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin’s top advisor on 
the occupied territories, Shmuel 
Goren. But he said: “I prefer if 
Mr. Goren speaks first.” 

A spokesman for the defence 
minis try c onfir med the meeting 
took place, and Israel radio re- 
ported that Rabin briefed the 
cabinet on the talks. 

Hnsseini denied reports in the 
Israeli media that he would serve 

(Continued on page 2) 



Prime Minister Zaid Rifai is received by cabinet members upon his 
return from Cairo Sunday after attending meetings of the joint 
Jordanian-Egyptian Higher Committee (Petra photo) 

Rifat: Jordan, Egypt 
share identical stand 
on Palestine issue 


Sayeh praises Jordanian-Palestinian 
ties as stronger than any Arab links 


best interests of the Palestinian 
people.” 

“Through our resolutions, we have 
informed the U.S. and Israel as well 
as the international community that 
we are peace-seekeis and want peace 
based on justice.” he 6aid. 

The PNC speaker said Israel should 
be ready to recognise the PLO as the 
sole legitimate representative of the 
Palestinian people and it is the party 
to negotiate with. “If Israel accepts 
this, an international peace confer- 
ence could be convened with the 
participation of the five permanent 
members of the U.N. Security Coun- 
cil and all parties involved, including 
tbe PLO," he said. “If this confer- 
ence decides that we should negotiate 
or talk with any other party, we will 
respect tbe international wilt.” 

Sayeh said he shared the optimism 
of His Majesty King Hussein that 
such a conference would be held. His 
Majesty’s optimism stems from his 
political wisdom and his continuous 
effort to restore the rights of the 
Palestinian people, he added. 

Any further political move in light 
of Israel's refusal to deal with the 
PLO and the Zionist state’s rejection 
of an international conference will be 
decided upon by the PNC, he said. 

In reply to a question, Sayeh said 
tbe Palestinians living in the occupied 

(Continued on page 4) 


CAIRO (Petra) — Jordan and 
Egypt hold an identical position 
with regard to the Palestine prob- 
lem and its developments; and 
both Amman and Cairo back the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) and its endeavours to 
attain a just and peaceful settle- 
ment of the problem in all its 
aspects and an end to the Arab- 
Israeii conflict. Prime Minister 
Zaid Rifai said in Cairo Sunday. 

Speaking at the end of the 
ninth Joint Jordanian-Egyptian 
Higher Committee meetings, and 
following a meeting with Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubarak, 
the prime minister told reporters 
Jordan and Egypt support the 
PLO’s drive to convene an inter- 
national conference for the im- 
plementation of U.N. Security 
Council Resolutions 242 and 338 
with the participation of all con- 
cerned parties, including the PLO 
and the Security Council's five 
permanent member states. 

Rifai said Arab-PLO efforts 
were now aimed convening such a 
conference to reach a lasting set- 
tlement, and both Egypt and Jor- 
dan would work together to help 
the Palestinian people regain 
their national rights in their 
homeland. 

Rifai said that the minutes of 
the Higher Committee, which be 
signed along with Egyptian pre- 


mier Atef Sedki, cover all scopes 
of cooperation between Egypt 
and Jordan in trade, economic, 
transport, communication, ener- 
gy, agriculture, education, in- 
formation and tourist fields. 

Tie ninth meeting, he added, 
is bound to give further impetus 
to the joint efforts that were 
initiated by His Majesty King 
Hussein and President Hosni 
Mubarak. 

Rifai said that he discussed 
with Sedki the broadline of a 
proposed regional Arab econo- 
mic group and that certain mea- 
sures were underway to bring the 
project into being. 

The prime minister said Egyp- 
tian workers in Jordan were being 
treated well, and they feel they 
are in their own country and face 
no problem. 

Agreement has been reached 
between Jordan and Egypt on 
amendments to legislation that 
can help solve problems related 
to the workers’ social security 
benefits and safeguard their 
rights, Rifai said. 

Mubarak earlier hosted a 
breakfast in honour of Rifai and 
the Jordanian delegation and all 
members of the joint committee 
were present. Saturday evening 
Sedki hosted a banquet in honour 
of the Jordanian delegation. 


Iraq agrees to join 
committee with Iran 


BAGHDAD (AP) — President 
Saddam Hussein Sunday agreed 
to a United Nations proposal to 
set up a joint military committee 
with Iran. Baghdad Radio re- 
posted. 

Diplomats in the Iraqi capiral, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity, said that was a significant 
breakthrough in U.N. efforts to 
revive stalled peace talks aimed 
at ending the eight-year-old Gulf 
war. 

The radio did not elaborate on 
what the committee's function 
would be. 

But the diplomats noted that a 
joint military group, working 
with the U.N. military observer 
group monitoring the Aug. 20 
ceasefire in the conflict, could 
signal hopes of a troop withdraw- 
al by both sides. 

The failure of the two sides to 
agree on a withdrawal, called for 
under a July 1987 U.N. Security 
Council ceasefire resolution, has 
been a major sticking point in the 
talks that have dragged on incon- 
clusively for five months. 

Baghdad Radio said President 
Hussein agreed to the joint milit- 
ary committee during a four-hour 
meeting Sunday with Jan Elias- 
son, U.N. Secretary-General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar's special 
emissary. 

Eliasson, Sweden's U.N. 

■ ambassador, arrived in Baghdad 
Friday after four ' days of talks 
with Iranian leaders in Tehran. 


The radio said Iraq also agreed 
to lift a ban on civilian flights into 
Iran through Iraqi airspace im- 
posed during the conflict. 

The radio did not elaborate. 
But the Iraqi moves appeared to- 
indicate a new effort to get the 
stalled peace negotiations moving 
again. 

The talks broke down in Gene- 
va Nov. 11. 

Baghdad Radio reported that 
Hussein reiterated to Eliasson 
that Iraq rejects any precondi- 
tions set by Iran for resuming the 
Geneva negotiations. 

Iran has stressed that before 
talks resume. Iraq has to une- 
quivocally agree to the complete 
and immediate implementation 
of Security Council Resolution 
598, including withdrawal of 
troops to the pre-war border. 

Baghdad Radio said Iraq 
agreed to participate in the joint 
military committee and lift the 
flight ban “out of Iraq's keenness 
for the U.N. envoy’s mission to 
succeed and its readiness to 
cooperate with him.” 

Hussein called on Iran to dis- 
play the same commitment to the 
U.N. resolution through practical 
steps and deeds, the radio re- 
ported. 

Sunday's meeting was also 
attended by Iraqi Foreign Minis- 
ter Tareq Aziz, who held six 
hours of talks with Eliasson 
Saturday. 
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Middle East News 



On the ‘green line' between east and west Beirut, a Lebanese woman washes vegetables while an array 
tank stand guard at a crossing point 


Fresh attempts made to free 
hostages, curb Lebanon violence 


BEIRUT (R) — Arab states 
made fresh efforts Sunday to halt 
Lebanon's militia wars and solve 
the political crisis that has pined 
civil and military governments 
against each other for four 
months. 

Amid the high-level diplomacy 
in Tunis and Damascus. Irish 
envoy Patrick McCabe began 
talks wjrh Lebanese leaders in 
Beirut in an attempt to gain 
freedom for Irish hostage Brian 
Keenan. 

“I prefer to be quiet at the 
moment," he told Reuters Sun- 
day. “I don't want any journalists 
to follow me because it is not 
helpful for my mission." 

McCabe. Ireland's ambassador 
to Baghdad, was ordered .to 
Lebanon after a flurry of uncon- 
firmed reports that Keenan and 
British hostage John McCarthy 
would soon be released. 


Keenan. 36, who holds both 
Irish and British nationality, was 
kidnapped April II. 1986 while 
on his way to work at the Amer- 
ican University of Beirut in west 
Beirut. 

Syrian and Iranian foreign 
ministers worked through the 
night in Damascus, resuming 
peace efforts which led to a brief 
ceasefire between Lebanon's 
warring A mat and Hizbollah 
forces four days ago. 

Iranian Foreign Minister Aii 
Akbar Velayati met his Syrian 
counterpart Farouq Al Sharaa to 
prepare for a new round of talks 
Sunday between Am a I and Hi z- 
bollah. 

When Araal leader Nabih Berri 
emerged from a meeting with 
Sharaa, he said no final agree- 
ment had been reached. Iranian 
sources also said more negotia- 
tions were needed. 


Last week's talks resulted in a 
ceasefire in the battles in Beirut 
and South Lebanon which 
erupted Jan. 1, but fighting Hared 
again within three hours and 
sporadic shooting was reported 
between the two sides Saturday. 

At least 142 people have so far 
been killed in the four weeks of 
Amal-Hizboliah battles. 

In Tunis, headquarters of the 
Arab League, a league commit- 
tee was due to hold an informal 
session Sunday night to discuss 
the constitutional crisis in Leba- 
non which has had two rival 
governments since September. 

The leader of one of the gov- 
ernments. acting Prime Minister 
Salim Hoss, arrived in Tunis 
Saturday amid tight security to 
take pan in the talks. 

His rival, array commander 
Michel Aoufl, was expected to 
arrive Sunday. 


¥@8ayati calls for 
pasture from U.S. 


Egypt to 


raise its 


LONDON (AP) — Americans 
must "change their concept" of 
Iran and release billions of dollars 
of seized assets if the United 
States wants to improve relations. 
Iranian Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati was quoted as 
saying. 

In a wide-ranging interview 
with the Observer newspaper, 
Velayati was quoted as saying he 
sees no obstacle to resuming rela- 
tions with Britain, that he does 
not know the fate of British hos- 
tages in Lebanon and that the 
international community should 
do more to enforce the Iran-Iraq 
ceasefire agreement. 

"They (Americans) must 
change their concept of Iran," he 
was quoted as saying in the inter- 
view conducted in Tehran and 
published Sunday. 

“They must accept that times 
have changed. Then they should 
show that this change is real... if 
they want to show their good 
intentions, thev should release 


these assets." 

The United States froze bil- 
lions of dollars of Iranian funds 
on deposit in American banks 
and impounded Iranian military 
equipment ordered by Shah 
Mohammad Reza Pahlavj, when 
52 Americans were taken hostage 
at the U.S. embassy in Tehran in 
1979. 


flag over 
Taba 


Iran has in the past raised the 
assets issue in connection with 
American hostages in Lebanon. 
An Iran-U.S. claims tribunal is 
adjudicating Iran's claims. 

Velayati was quoted as saying 
he saw no obstacles to resuming 
relations with Britain which were 
all but severed in 1987. A diplo- 
mat recently returned to Tehran 
to reestablish the embassy there. 


However, Velayati expressed 
displeasure at a recent meeting 
with Foreign Office Minister Wil- 
liam Waldegrave which he said 
focused entirely on the hostages 
in Lebanon. 


‘Iran used German cover to 
S»uy poison gas chemicals’ 


NEW YORK (R) — Iran stock- 
piled chemicals used to make 
poison gas through secret purch- 
ases from West German. Greek. 
U.S. and Singapore companies, 
the New York Times reported 
Sunday, quoting U.S. officials 
and court records. 

The illegal purchases began 
during the last months of the 
Iran-1 raq war, according to the 
newspaper, and continued de- 
spite the Gulf war ceasefire 
agreed to last August. 

Although U.S. officials said 
Washington was concerned by 
Iran's production of poison gas, 
the administration has been more 
vocal in its criticism of Libya, 
which it said has established a 
chemical warfare plant with the 
aid of West German companies. 


"The Libyan programme got 
attention because it involved (Li- 
byan leader Muammar) Qadha- 
fi." the Times quoted a senior 
U.S. official as saying. 

Iran’s programme has been 
going on for quite some time and 
we're trying to slow it down by 
putting pressure, behind the 
scenes, on suppliers of che- 
micals." 

Iran's secret purchases were 
channelled through its Bonn 
embassy. the report said, and 
came to light through a U.S. 
customs investigation of an Ira- 
nian diplomat, Seyed Kharim Ali 
Sobhani, stationed in West Ger- 
many. 

The shipments in 1987 and 
1988 involved 90 tons of thiodig- 
lycol. 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israel 
Sunday agreed to let Egypt 
raise its flag over the disputed 
Taba border area in a symbolic 
“concession.'* 

Israel acceded to Egypt's re- 
quest to fly its flag over Taba in 
an attempt to get talks moving 
on the last obstacles before the 
beach strip is handed back, 
said foreign ministry spokes- 
man Alon Lid. 

He said Egypt's ambassador 
to Israel, Mohammad Bas- 
siouny, was pleased by Israel’s 
response. 

The Israd-Egypt talks over 
Taba ran into trouble last week 1 
when Egyptian officials said 
they would consider Taba to be 
under Egypt's sovereignty as of 
Sunday, 60 days after an inter- 
national arbitration panel's 
ruling. 

The declaration alarmed 
Israeli officials, who first want 
to settle such issues as access 
for Israeli tourists, location of 
the border line and compensa- 
tion for Israeli owners of lux- 
ury hold and a holiday resort 
village in Taba. 

The Red Sea beach strip, 
occupied in the 1967 war, has 
been a subject of dispute be- 
tween the two countries since 
1982. That's when Israel re- 
fused to band it back to Egypt 
along with the rest of tbe Sinai 
peninsula under tbe terms of 
the two countries' 1979 treaty. 

In 1986 the two sides agreed 
to lake tbe dispute to an inter- 
national arbitration panel in 
Geneva for a binding ruling. 
The panel delineated tbe bor- 
der up a point on a hill above 
the shore, putting Taba logical- 
ly In Egyptian territory. 


Amnesty urges world 
to pressure Iran to 


stop political executions 


LONDON (AP) — Amnesty In- 
ternationa] urged tbe world Mon- 
day to put pressure cm Iran to halt 
a six-month campaign of political 
executions during which it said 
more than 1,000 people have 
died. 

The London-based human 
rights group made its plea in a 
statement submitted to the Un- 
ited Nations Human Rights Com- 
mission which is scheduled to 
begin its annual meeting Monday 
in Geneva. 

Amnesty International detailed 
other abuses it said have persisted 
in Tran but have been oversha- 
dowed by the recent killings, in- 
cluding torture, detention with- 
out trial and other "cruel, inhu- 
man or degrading punishments.'' 

“Amnesty International urges 
the international community to 
use whatever channels are avail- 
able to persuade the Iranian gov- 
ernment to put an end to the 
present wave of public executions 
and to implement and observe 
judicial and other procedures to 
safeguard the human rights of its 
citizens," the statement said. 

"Since the end of July 1988, 
Amnesty International has re- 
corded over 1,000 names of poli- 
tical prisoners who have re- 
portedly been executed," the 
statement said. "And further re- 
ports are still being received.” 

Amnesty International said 
that while it had expected a pris- 
oner amnesty for tbe 10th 
anniversary of (he founding of the 
Islamic republic in February, its 


welcome was "muted because 
hundreds, if not thousands of 
prisoners will be killed before the 
amnesty comes into effect." 

Revolutionary leader Ayatol- 
lah Khomeini has pardoned 4.500 
convicts imprisoned in the north- 
eastern province of Khorasan and 
plans to start releasing them 
Tuesday when celebrations be- 
gin, according to tbe official Isla- 
mic Republic News Agency. 

Amnesty International said it 
had appealed to Iran on behalf of 
hundreds of prisoners at risk and 
asked for comment ou reported 
victims, but received no re- 
sponses. 

The organisation expressed 
concern that it had been, unable 
to enter Iran to discuss the 
situaion with officials, despite 
statements by Iranian authorities 
that human rights groups could 
visiL 

The wave of executions 
apparently was sparked by an 
incursion into western Iran from 
Iraq by the National Liberation 
Army, a group backed by the 
opposition group Mujabedeen-e- 
Khaiq, Amnesty International' 
said. 

Many of the victims were from 
the group, other left-wing opposi- 
tion parties and groups involved 
in armed opposition to the gov- 
ernment, the statement said. 

Many were imprisoned for 
years before they were shot to 
death or hanged "and among 
them there were a large number 
of prisoners of conscience and 


others serving prison terms im- 
posed after unfair trials for their 
non-violent political activity." the 
statement said. 

It was not dear whether victims 
were being retried, althougb 
there was no evidence they bad. 
said the statement. 

Amnesty International repe- 
ated assertions made in a report 
in December that the killings 
represented the biggest wave of 
secret political executions since 
the early 1980s. 

The organisation said “while 
this massive wave of political 
executions has overshadowed 
other Amnesty International con- 
cerns in Iran in recent months," 
other violations have persisted. 

It said more people connected 
with opposition groups were 
being reported detained without 
charge or trial, young people 
were being singled out for ran- 
dom searches on the street by 
Revolutionary Guards and flog- 
gings continue to be a widely used 
punishment. 

Amnesty International said it 
was concerned about a massive 
anti-drags crackdown and 21 re- 
corded instances of amputation, 
usually of the four fingers of the 
right hand, which it considered 
“cruel, inhuman or degrading." 

Tehran Radio reported Sunday 
that 22 more drug smugglers were 
hanged publicly in various Ira- 
nian cities in the previous three 
days, raising the total to 113 in 
the crackdown launched two 
weeks ago. 


Arafat writes to Pope on need 
to resolve Palestinian uprising 


FLORENCE. Italy (R) — 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat 
has written to Pope John Paul 
about the need to resolve the 
14- month uprising in Israeli-occu- 
pied lands, a Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) spokesman 
said Saturday. 

Nimer Hammad. PLO repre- 
sentative in Italy, told a news 
conference he had delivered Ara- 
fat's letter Friday ~ just over a 
month after the PLO chairman 
met the Pope in a 20-minute 
private audience at the Vatican. 

Hammad declined to give de- 
tails of the letter, saying only that 
it regarded “the necessity of in- 
tensifying efforts (to solve) the 
confrontation between Palesti- 
nians and Israelis over the situa- 
tion in the occupied territories." 

He said it was written in re- 
sponse to Vatican requests to be 


kept closely informed of rhe 
situation in tbe Middle East. 

Hammad said Arafat bad also 
raised the issue of new rules 
introduced by Israeli Defence 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin which 
allow Israeli soldiers to fire plas- 
tic bullets at Palestinians involved 
in protests. 

The ruling has led to record 
casualties in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, where 378 Palestinians 
have died since the uprising be- 
gan in December 1987. . . 

The Pope told .Arafat during 
their December 23 meeting at the 
Vatican that Israelis and Palesti- 
nians shared "an identical fun- 
damental right to their own 
homeland in which to live in 
freedom, dignity and security, in 
harmony with their neighbours." 

The pontiff said he hoped the 
two sides could "soon see the 


start of a real process of under- 
standing and peace." 

In New York, Rabbi Meir 
Kahane, a former Israeli par- 
liamentary deputy who advocates 
expulsion of Palestinians from 
Israel and the occupied territor- 
ies, Saturday urged suppressing 
tbe Palestinian uprising by “any 
means necessary." 

“We must allow Israeli soldiers 
to use their weapons freely 
against the stone-throwers," 
Kahane told anaudience of about 
100 people at a Jewish commun- 
ity centre in Brooklyn. 

Kahane, an American rabbi 
who in 1968 founded the militant 
Jewish Defence League, immi- 
grated to Israel and served four 
years in the Knesset, Israel’s par- 
liament, before his hardline Kach 
party was banned last fail. 


PLO says 

(Continued from page 1) 


as an intermediary between Israel 
and the PLO. 

“I don't know why they need 
an intermediary," Husseini said 
speaking to reporters in bis 
home. "What is the difference if 
Faisal Husseini is a messenger or 
they have direct contacts?” 

Husseini noted in both radio 
and television interviews that 
Israelis, even some in govern- 
ment, are more open to the PLO 

"Some of the Israelis in the 
high levels of the government are 
going in a new way which I 
believe is in the right direction.* 

Husseini said Arabs would not 
agree to Rabin’s peace offer 
which called for limited Palesti- 
nian autonomy but added that he. 
believed the PLO could accept 
Rabin's plan for free elections in 
the occupied territories. 

“Rabin presents elections as a 
means to solve the problems in 
the occupied territories," Hus- 
seini said. "We are talking about 
a homeland." 

“If democratic elections under 
'international guidance will give 
us the opportunity to decide on a 
Palestinian state, then yes," Hus- 
seini said. “But just to elect 
people to start talking about the 
future," no. I'm sonry." 


BRITISH EMBASSY ANNUAL 
NOTICE TO ALL BRITISH 
NATIONALS LIVING IN JORDAN 


???Have you registered with the British Embassy??? 
If you are a British citizen and .live in Jordan please 
contact the British Embassy, Consular Section, in order to 
obtain a registration form. 


If you have been registered for a year or more and 
have not confirmed your continuing presence in Jordan, 
please do so by contacting the Consular Section as soon 
as possible. Please also notify the Consular Section about 
any changes of address and/or telephone number. Such 
confirmation is in the interests of ail British nationals in 
Jordan. 


If names are not re-registered within three months the 
Embassy will be obliged to consider that those concerned 
have left the country. The names will accordingly be 
deleted from the register. 


If you are a citizen of a Commonwealth country which 
does not have an Embassy or Consulate in Jordan please 
ask the British Embassy, Consular Section, about registra- 
tion formalities. 


The British Embassy is located in Abdoun, near the 
Orthodox Club. Telephone 823100. The Post Office Box 
Number is 87. 


The Consular Section Is open from Sunday until 
Thursday 0830 - 1350 hours. - 
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4 SLA militiamen wounded in ambush 


BEIRUT (R) — Four militiamen of the Israeli-backed South 

Lebanon Army (SLA) were wounded in 

Sunday in Israel’s self-declared "security zone , SLA 

said. The sources, contacted by telephone from 

four militiamen were wounded when their patrol ran mtoa 

guerrilla ambush in the Nabi Taber area, J “V 

buffer strip. They said the patrol exchanged rock* 

grenades and raachinegun fire with the g^emllas. ^£er tins 

week two SLA militiamen were killed m a land mine blast in the 

zone. 


Assad to meet EEC foreign ministers 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syrian President Hafez Al Assad has agreed 
to meet European Economic Community (EEC) foreign ministers 
in Damascus to discuss the EEC’s Middle East peace initiative. 
Officials said Spanish EEC's Minister Francisco Fenrandez 
Ordonez telephoned his Syrian counterpart Farouq Al Sharaa 
Saturday to request a meeting with tbe president, who agreed to 
fa Ike next month. Fernandez Ordonez expressed interest m 
Syria’s role in the region and hoped the so-called “troika - or the 
foreign ministers of Spain, France and Greece would meet Assad 
Feb. 12, an official source said. 


Iran hangs 7 more drug traffickers 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran said Saturday it had hanged seven more 
drug traffickers over the last two days, bringing to 81 the number 
executed in a crackdown which has terrorised narcotics dealers 
and sent drug prices soaring. The Iranian News Agency IRNA* 
monitored in Nicosia, said the seven were hanged in the 
northeastern town of Torbat-e Heydariyeh. “The intensity of the 
campaign has terrorised the drug business, forcing up the price of 
heroin by between 1,350 and 1,700 per cent in some regions, 
IRNA reported. It quoted the daily newspaper Ettelaat as saying 


1 1 t»r.Ki 


SPLA announces intensified offensive 


NAIROBI (R) — The Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) 
will step up its offensive to seize more strategic towns held by 
government troops in southern Sudan, its radio station announced 
in a broadcast monitored in Nairobi. The radio Saturday quoted 
SPLA leader John Garang as saying: "SPLA is stronger... we sh^ll 
step up our offensive against government troops. Khartoum will 
soon be suddenly awakened by yet another major SPLA victory: 
The war will continue until victory is achieved in Sudan.” 


UAE army joins battle against locusts 


ABU DHABI (R) — Soldiers have joined the fight against armies 
of locusts that have penetrated up to 30 Idiom etres into the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE): A UAE Agriculture Ministry 
official said Sunday the swarms near the border with Qatar were 
the biggest to hit the country in 30 years. He said more locusts 
were expected to reach the UAE from Saudi Arabia which has 
been infested by locusts swarming across the Red Sea from Africa 
during the past two months. 


Moroccan minister to visit Syria 


RABAT (R) — Morocco said Sunday that Foreign Minister Abdul 
Latif FflaB would visit Syria following a resumption of diplomatic 
ties three weeks ago. Filali will visit Damascus Feb. 20 and H at 
the invitation of Syrian Foreign Minister Farouq Al Sharaa, the 
Information Ministry said in a statement. Syria cut ties in July 
2984 in protest at talks held between King Hassan and then Israeli 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres. Relations were restored on Jan. 9 
this year after Saudi Arabian mediation. 


INVITATION FOR 

PREQUALIFICATION 

OF 

LOCAL & INTERNATIONAL 
CONTRACTORS 

The Arab Company for Veterinary Drug Industries 
and their Appliances "Aravet" invites International 
■ Contractors to prequalify for the construction, sup- 
plying and erection of Aravet plant at Omm Al 
Ammad - Amman / The Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan. 

The plant is a complete industrial complex including 
various production lines of common pharmaceutical 
forms (Water soluble powder, Feed premix, Boli. 
Medicated oral solution. Injectable solution, Ointe- 
ments, Aerosol, Insecticides and Disinfectant. 

Contractors with intemationl experience, good repu- 
tation and financial status, are invited to participate 
in the above mentioned prequalification. 

Questionaire documents could be obtained from 
Aravet offices at the following full address: - 



Jabal Amman - Fifth Circle 

P.O. Box (141219) 

Amman - Jordan 
Tlx. No: 23898 ACDIMA JO 
Phone No: 674351/52 
Fax. No: 677141 


The complete registeration documents should be 
delivered in 3 copies along with ali required docu- 
mentation to Aravet offices not later than 15 00 hrs 
on March 1st, 1989. .... . 



AN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 77 Mil. 19 


PROGRAMME ONE 

ISvJO Koran 

15:40 . Programme review 

15:45 Children's programme* 

17:10 High Mountain Ranger* 

18:00 News summary in Arabic 

•O.'OS World News 

18:28 Arabic series 

IMS Local ptogramnu.* 

19:4# Programme review 

News in Arabic 

Arabic series 

21:35 Programme review 

21:45 Monday Forum 

22:28 Variety show 

News summary in Arabic 

2*1® Variety show icon id.) 


19:45 . 
26:09 . 

Varieties 

2fe30 . 


21:00 
21:19 . 
22.-O0 . 

. So you want to stop smoking 
Jack and Mike 

22:29 . 

Jewel in the Crown 


PRAYER TIMES 


Fair 


tSuorisef Dutu 



17:11 . 
18:39 ■ 

Maghreb 

*tsha 


Anglican Church Tel. 625383, Tel. 
618543. 

Armenian Catholic Cbnrcb Tel. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 

775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Tei. 77175!. 
Amman International Cbmxh Tel. 
685326. 

Evangelical Latfacran Church Tel: 
811295. 

Rainbow Congregation TcL 822605. 
The Ctarch of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Tel. S15&17; 821264 


Min. /max. temp. 

Amman -1 1 12 

Aqaba 5/18 

Deserts -3 / 13 

Jordan Valley -3 / 18 


Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 9. Aqaba 17. Humidity readings: 
Amman 35 per cent. Aqaba 30 per 
cent. 


1RBID: 

Dr. Jamal Bani Haiti { — ) 

Dr. Sharaa’ pharmacy ( — ) 


ZARQAt 

Dr. Karam Haddad ( — ) 

Khalifch pharmacy 985417 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 


EMERGENCIES 


PROGRAMME TWO 

17:38 Lc Monde cst A Vous 

l* 5 ®* News in French 

19:15 Weekly Spurt magazine 

19:J0 News in Hebrew 


CHURCHES 

Assemblies of God Church, Tel. 

632785- 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Cbnrcb of the Annunciation Tel. 
637440. 

Dc la Salk Church Tel. 661757 
Terrasama Church Tel: 622366 
Cbnrcb of tbe Annunciation Tel. 
623541. 


WEATHER 


NIGHT DUTY 


BuHeiin supplied by tbe Department of 
Meteorology. 


Another rise in temperature will 
occur while some douds appear on 
medium and high altitudes. Winds will 
b*. southeasterly moderate. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly moderate and 
seas calm. 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Keyed Khalayfeb 

Dr. Mohammad Al Sawwa 

Dr. Tssa Haddad 

Dr. Mohammad 'Azzam 

Firas pharmacy 

Ferdows pharmacy -... 

Al Ascma pharmacy 

Ntriroukh pharmacy 
Al Salem pharmacy — 


...793522 
...732056 
...897007 
...818911 
... 661912' 
...778336 
...637055 
... 623672 
636730 


OviJ Deleoce Department 661111 

Civ3 Defence Immediate 

. Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192,621111.637777 

Fire Brigade .. 622090*93 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 6563 9CW1 

Public Security Department 

656000 / 68S1I1 

Hotel Complaint* 605800 

Price Coastptaiiits 661176 

Water and Sewerage 


Complaints :... 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complain is 787111 

Telephone Information 

t directory assistance) 12 

Overseas Calls 17 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electririty Authority ... 815615 
Electric POwer 

Company — 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Afia Inti. Airport. 08-52000 


Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 84584S 

Al-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 

Abdah 666127/37 

Al-Ahh. Abdali 664164/6 

Ittahan , Al-Muhajrecn 777101/3 

Al-Bashir, J. Ashrafich 77511106 

Anny, Marita ...i: 891611/15 

Queen Alra Hospital 602240/sn 

Amal Hospital 

ZARQAt ™ 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 


Banana 

Banana (Mnkarrunar).. 

Beans 

Broad 


— -- -- — .... 

ZarmNabonal Hospital .. 109)991071 
ItaSina Hospital (09)986732 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre .81381332 
Khalidi Maternity, J. Amn 644281/6 
Akileh Maternity. J. Ann.... 642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maierniry 642362 

Mailing. 1. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani ... — ... 664171/4 


lbflbma Hospital (09)986732 

i HBun 

Princess Basma Hospital .. (ffi mww 
Greek-Catholic Hospital - (02)272275 - 
J^^NafcesK^udT.'... (02)247100 

Princess Haya Hospital.... (03)31 41 u 

MARKET PRICES 

Apple (yellow) 450 / 400- 


Carrots ^ 

Cauliflower 

Cucumbers 

Dates • 

Eggplant 

(SSc,.,..:;:— 

Ciapdriat 

Lemon - 

[f«uoe(peroi^> 
ManowflinwV 
Marrow /mum 


mage (French) 4 ..L 
range (Shaounomi) 
“age Oocai) 


ynKW (green) ... .. A ;> 

Onion (Sy) — 

Pepper (hot) 

teHsasw 


Tomatoes 


, — 350/300 

500 /250 

-s- .600 /SOX 

900/800 

160 /10Q. 

230/180 

..... 230/180 

460/400- 

600 / 500- 

160 MR 
...... 280/200 

17Q/120 
-..c 2207160 
120 / 80. 
350 / 300 ■ 
— ; .350/300- 
a... 350 / 300 
..-400/340 
2S0 / 200. ' 

.£....2207160 
220V 160- 
->560/480 
460/400 . 

:.:vS260/200r 

150/100 
288/3®.. 

:mi . ML 
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Regional group to boost Arab 
economic integration — Tabbaa 

CAIRO (Petra) — The formation of a regional 
economic bloc, grouping Jordan, Iraq, Egypt and 
North Yemen is bound to boost the economic 
integration process within the Arab World, Minister 
of Industry and Trade Haxndi Tabbaa said in a 
statement here Sunday. 


publc^ andT 

the j^oatidnlcd comntoh 1 dt£ - 
eases* ~ ” ’■ ‘ 

^Varipus; sectors; of thri Jorda- 
nian public will .requited- to 
take part in the r<ampaign; the- 


statement Mid. v : 

.It said dial rtlje, wuppaign will 
foot? attention oitthe importance 


19 American journalists 
to visit' Jordan on Feb. 9 


; AMMAN-ffetrar -J:T) -—A- 
team of 19 joinjialisfs ftpm the 
UiS^ National Newajaper A^so- r - 
datiqn- ^^’(NNA) : ts "due here on " • 
Fefc 9.far a six^dayvisitto Jordan.- 
during, which ; they^will meet with .< 
Jordanian government officials 
andtoura numberOfinstitutkwis. 

’ An annoimasmdnt : frere ^said • 
that ..the team , wMch ^represents 
5.000, r (faiiyand. weddy^hewspap- 


ers throughout the United States, 
will be visiting Jordan in the 
course of a tour of Arab states 
including SaudT Arabia, Oman, 
Iraq, Syria, Kuwait and Egypt in 
addition to Jordan. 

. The announcement said that 
the- Ministry of Information has 
prepared a programme for the 
teara’s. tour and meetings with 
officials as well as public figures. 


AMMAN A dfite^tiop . 

represen ^ busmess; : 
m^leftforX^HoSundaytotake 
: paitm tKe'iouitfc nj§ctmg:<rftiie . 
- joXni :.Jo r da n.i an- E gyp ti a ri 
B uaiieSSmeti V'Counci] which will - 
start in thecity of Luxor Monday. 

. • The three-day meeting wflj dis- 
dss tna tiers related to.the role of _ 
the private sectors In both conn-" 
tries towards, developing the 
national economy . and invest- 
ments in joiot projects. - 
Also. to. be disenssed is the 
= question of wictenuig the scope of 
epop^ratipa m r 'tbnrism In the 
light" of “ previous “agreements , 
meaasof suppratingthe iand-sea 
route that Jordan, : Iraq and 

Egypt and schemes id be carried . 
but by the Jordaniaii-Egyptian 


Holding .Company. 

• The holding, company has 
made- plans .to carry out the lean 
meat and fodder project in Egypt 
with a 50-nrillibn Egyptian pound 
capital.' ' 

■ The delegatkmis led by Mam- 
doub Abu Nassau, president of 
;the Jordanian Businessmen’s 
Association, and is accompanied 
by 24 officials from commercial, 
banking and industrial institu- 
tions in the Kingdom. 

On ; the eve .- of his visit to 
Egypt, Abu Hassan said that the 
meeting aims to encourage in- 
- vestments in both countries and 
the impiementation of joint pro- 
jects. He said a total of 80 dele- 
gates from both sides will attend 
the meeting. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
tbe.4aUy Arabic press. Readers a re advised to verify the fisted 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXMEBUTIONfS */ 

*.A» of works by -Contemporary Arab Artists at Al 

Wash! Art GaBery. . 

* A pbtstk axt exhibition by Egyptian artist; Yassin Ibrahim 
Mohammad at the Housing Bank Gallery. 

& An art exhibition by artist Miss ’Erder at the Petra Bank 
■ v . . ; 

& t Aphotography exhibition entitled “Under Pure Sides” exhibit- 
iigjOO.: 19th century photographs of the Iffiddle East at the 
' Ro^'CfcltaH^ — 5 JO p.hu 

j-- ' .. - - r ^ 

Organised by.the University of Joitbm Sociology 
pdfinthm in Jordan” at Abdul 


Her Royal Highness Princess Basina Sunday chairs 
a meeting by the executive committee of the 
Jordanian Boy Scout and Girl Guide Association. 


Also present is the Minister of Youth Awad Khleifat 
(Petra photo) 


Jordan to invite Arab scouts for 
Great Arab Revolt camp in June 


Tabbaa, who took part in the 
joint Jordan! an-Egyptian Higher 
Committee meeting which discus- 
sed the formation of the econo- 
mic bloc, said that the idea of the 
establishment of such a group 
came from ,His Majesty King 
Hussein who has been advocating 
the cause of building up a strong 
pan- Arab economic entity. 

The general outlines of the bloc 
are now emerging, and once the 
basic statutes have been laid 
down, the door will be open for 
other Arab states to join, the 
minister noted. 

He said that the idea of group- 
ing Arab co un tires was to boost 
cooperation among Arab states 


— allowing Arab products to flow 
easily from one state to another. 
“Products by any member of the 
group will be given priority in the 
markets of the others. All four 
countries will adopt and abide by 
a set of regulations concerning 
industry and will undertake other 
measures designed to achieve full 
integration." 

The minister said that the Arab 
group will benefit from the ex- 
periments of the European Com- 
munity, the Gulf Cooperation 
Council and the Arab common 
market, which was established 30 
years ago, but was not successful 
due to mounting difficulties. 

"The projected Arab group 



Hamdi Tabbaa 

will maintain cooperation with 
major world economic groups to 
pave the way for the creation of 
the regional group, he said. "Sub- 
committees will be set up to study 
economic issues and submit re- 
commendations on priorities." 


AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basma Sunday 
chaired a meeting by the execu- 
tive committee of the Jordanian 
Boy Scouts and Girl Guides 
Association to discuss a number 
of matters related to the Jorda- 
nian Scout Movement. 

The meeting decided to extend 
invitations to boy scout organisa- 
tions in Egypt, Bahrain, Iraq, 


Oman and North Yemen to take 
part in the Great Arab Revolt's 
Scout Camp which will be orga- 
nised by the Ministry of Youth in 
Jordan during June 1989. 

A statement was released after 
the meeting saying that the com- 
mittee derided to host a meeting 
by the Islamic Scouts Conference 
to be held here in August, and to 
take part in scouts meetings to be 


held in Egypt and Qatar. 

The statement said that the 
committee decided to call the 
association's general assembly for 
a meeting on Feb. 27 to elect 
scout and girl guide members to 
take up membership in the asso- 
ciation's board of directors. 

Minister of Youth Awad 
Khleifat attended the meeting. 


Ministry announces results 
of mid-year Tawjihi exams 


Higher council plans to create 
‘teachers’ training’ university 


need to make eariy discovery of 
tdobcf pressure, . take measures 
against obesity and to fight drug 
addiction as well as smoking. 

•The' committee groups repre- 
. sentatives' of various concerned 
government departments and pri- 
vate organisations, as well as pro- 
! fessional associations and 
women’s unions. ' . 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Higher 
Council for Science and Technol- 
ogy (HOST) plans to create a 
university to turn out qualified 
teachers for Jordanian schools, 
according to a report in Sawt Al 
Shaab daily Sunday. 

The paper said that the pro- 
jected university, which will be 
created in cooperation with 
Jordanian universities, the Minis- 
tries of Education and Higher 
Education, will be solely devoted 
to train teachers for local schools 
in implementation of resolutions 
adopted by the first National 
Educational Conference held in 
Amman in 1967. 

The report said that a special 
team -of specialists is .now in- 
volved in working out broadlines 
of a plan for. the projected uni- 
versity. 


Students for the “teachers' 
training" university, the report 
said, will be selected from Taw- 
jihi graduates who have not 
worked as teachers or as em- 
ployees in any organisation. 

The projected university, 
together with the private uni- 
versity, which will be called the 
University of Applied Sciences, 
as well as the four existing univer- 
sities will be sufficient for the 
country's needs and can cope 
with the growing student demand 
for higher education, the report 
said. 

Earlier reports said that prepa- 
rations were underway for open- 
ing the private university which 
w2] have a capital, of JD 11-1 
million: At present teachers 
training is being undertaken by 
the Ministry of Education and the 


Ministry of Higher Education 
which last year created a special 
college for advanced training for 
teachers. 

The Ministry of Education said 
that the college is now providing 
high-level training to 300 teachers 
in Arabic, English, Mathematics 
and religious education who, 
upon completing their courses 
will be absorbed by the Ministry 
of Education's schools. 

The report in Sawt Al Shaab 
did not give details about the cost 
of the new project and its loca- 
tion. 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — The 
Ministry of- Education Sunday 
announced the results of the mid- 
year examinations taken by Taw- 
jihi students in Jordan last 
month. 

It said the results, distributed 
to schools Sunday morning, were 
for 58,618 students who took the 
examinations in the scientific, 
literary, commercial, agricultu- 
ral, industrial, nursing and hotel 
management streams. 


The Ministry of Education's 
director of examinations said that 
remarks made by students and 
supervisors of the examinations 
were all taken into account while 
marking the papers but, he said, 
that all questions were taken 
from the school textbooks. 

He added that the results of the 
physics examination were far bet- 
ter than those of the first term in 
the previous school year while the 
geography examination results 


were nearly similar to those of the 
past year. 

The examination director 
pointed out that the Ministry of 
Education did not raise the 
general average or that of any 
subject taken by the students. 

The ministry will organise 
another examination for the Taw- 
jihi students by late May this 
year, before announcing the final 
results at least one month later. 


NHF to launch breastfeeding campaign 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Noor Al 
Hussein Foundation (NHF) will 
launch an information campaign 
in the second half of the coming 
month to orient the public on the 
benefits of breastfeeding. 

To prepare for the campaign, a 
general meeting for representa- 
tives of the information and press 
media attended a meeting at the 
NHF headquarters under the 
chairmanship of the foundation's 
Director General In 'am Al Mufti 


who spoke in detail on the im- 
portance of the campaign for the 
Jordanian public and mothers 
and children in particular. 

She said thar the information 
media will be expected to prom- 
ote the idea of breastfeeding 
through their different services to 
help the NHF and the local hos- 
pitals and healh centres in this 
mission. 

The campaign which will be car- 
ried out under the patronage of 


Her Majesty Queen Noor. is 
being organised by the NHPs 
health communication project in 
cooperation with the Health 
Ministry and the United Slates 
Agency for International De- 
velopment (USAID), according 
to a report in Al Dustour daily 
Sunday. 

Mrs. Mufti spoke in general 
about the foundation's ocher pro- 
jects to promote the status and 
creative abilities of children. 
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Yarmoak University President Mohammad Hamdan Sunday receives 
Italian Ambassador to Jordan Francesco de Curten 

Italian specialists to take 
part in restoration works 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Italian 
Ambassador to JordanJFrancesco 
de Curten Sunday called at Yar- 
mouk University and discussed 
with its. president* Mohammad 
Hamdan, cooperation between 
Italian and Jordanian universi- 
ties. 

A university statement quoted 
the ambassador as saying Italy 
was giving due attention to assist- 
ance to Jordan in view of the 
Kingdom’s achievements, espe- 
. dally in die field of education, 
over the. past few years. 

It said that the ambassador 
discussed with Hamdan tire pros- 
pect 6f providing Yarmouk Uni- 


versity with Italian expertise and 
consultants, as well as scho- 
larships in computer science, fine 
arts and physical education. 

The two sides agreed on dis- 
patching Italian specialists and 
archaeologists to take part In the 
restoration of historical sites and 
help piece together manuscripts, 
in cooperation with the Yarmouk 
University’s Institute of 
Archaeology and Anthropology. 

- The ambassador, beard from 
Hamdan a briefing on the uni- 
versity’s development and its 
programme, and later visited the 
Museum of Jordanian Heritage 
and inspected its contents. 


Health committees orient 
public on common diseases 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A report 
issued by the Health Ministry's 
Primary Health Care Depart- 
ment reveals that health commit- 
tees around the country last year 
carried out wide scale missions to 
orient the public on the dangers 
of common diseases and means of 
protection from them. 

A statement by the department 
-Saturday said that 89 health com- 
mittees were involved in the pro- 
ject which was earned out in 
Irbid, Madaba, Karak, the Jor- 
dan Valley, Jerash, Mafraq, 
Ramtha, Aqaba and Koura dis- 
tricts. 

pimpaigfts launched by these 
committees, die statement noted, 
focused on causes -of diarrhoea 
and dehydration and means, of 


dealing with them, means of self 
protection against common dis- 
eases, as well as birth spacing, 
food poisoning, environmental 
health and nutrition. 

According to the statement, 
the committee’s missions also in- 
cluded advice on keeping and 
storing potable water, disposing 
of garbage and other refuse, and 
health instructions to Muslim pil- 
grims to protect themselves from 
meningitis. 

The statement said that the 
department took part in the 
World Health Organisation-spon- 
sored anti-smoking campaign in 
April last year, and organised 
a seminar to orient the public on 
the dangers of smoking. 
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DeskTop Graphics 

‘The perfect solution for wry type of 
graphic and artistic work ". 


DeskTop Productivity Tools 
"The perfect solution for every type ol 
businessman 


DeskTop Publishing 

‘The perfect solution lor publisher* and 
businesses *. 


DeskTop Engineering 

"The perfect solution lot engineers in 
every field ’ . 


Apple Computer 

The Perfect Solution 

IDEAL SYSTEMS CO 

Invites you to attend their annual Exhibition 




At the Amman Marriott Hotel 
on 3rd, 4th & 5th February, 1989 
from 9:00 a . m- 1 : 00 p . m. 

3 : 00 p . m- 9 : 00 p . m. 

Admission Free 

Win an Apple Computer ( Macintosh Plus ) 
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^ Apple Computer 

The power to be your best 


■*i- C-1 













Jordan Times 

An mikpciuL-nt Arjh puliiical JaUi puhlaJKj in EnglcA hy the Jitrdan Pnai Founds lion 
Esuhltehevl 1175 

■i i .i ■ .-1 I I Jt j jj _- ' ~ -T - Jjyj ' U ' — ImJjh uijt Lljl j«G 

Editorial Director: 

RAKAN AL MAJALI 

Director General: 

DR. RADI AL YVAQFI 
Editor-In-Chief: 

DR. WALEED M. SADI 

Editorial and advertising offices: 

Jordan Press Foundation, 

University Road, P.O. Box 6710,. Amman, Jordan. 

Telephones: 667171-6, 670141-4, 684311, 684366 
Telex: 21497 ALRAI JO 
Facsimile: 661242 

77?e Jordan Times is published daily except Fridays. 
Subscription and advertising rates are available from the _ 
Jordan Times Advertising Department. 


Historic revelation 


HIS MAJESTY King Hussein's historic revelation to AJ Ra’i 
newspaper Saturday, that the talks between Jordan, Egypt, 
Iraq and North Yemen on the formation of a common 
economic market have so progressed as to reach the stage of 
legal drafting, could not have come at a more opportune 
time. The initial building blocs for this nucleus Arab 
common market have in fact been constructed in Cairo 
Saturday when the Joint Jordanian-Egyptian Higher Com- 
mittee, co-cfaaired by prime ministers Zaid Rifai and Atef 
Sedki, reached momentous and far-reaching decisions 
aiming for substantive economic integration between Egypt 
and Jordan. It will be recalled that the joint committee has 
adopted a series of meaningful and effective resolutions 
ranging from raising the bilateral annual trade volume 
between the two countries to $350 million to Unking power 
grids between them. From the Jordanian and Egyptian 
peoples' direct point of view, the decision to upgrading 
industrial cooperation, tourism and even the level of 
economic planning coordination between the two countries 
would come as a great relief to them. Moreover, the two 
peoples would be pleased to know that henceforth travel 
procedures between the two countries would become civil 
and on par with that existing between the EEC countries. 
The functional ease of crossing borders between countries 
has always been some sort of barometer for the kind and 
extent of bilateral relations between them. Jordanians and 
Egyptians, therefore, have every reason to celebrate all these 
positive measures incorporated In the resolutions of the 
just-concluded ninth meeting of the Joint Jordanian- 
Egyptian Higher Committee in Cairo. It is of course the 
earnest hope of all the citizens of the two countries that other 
Arab countries would soon follow suit on the giant steps 
taken by Egypt and Jordan, beginning with Iraq and North 
Yemen, and concluding with the other Arab countries which 
still remain outride the orbits of other sub-regional Arab 
economic common markets that were made or are in the 
maltin g. 

As His Majesty King Hussein has confirmed to AI Ra’i 
newspaper in Aqaba Saturday, the Arab World will very 
soon hear about the birth of an economic common market 
connecting and integrating the economies of North Yemen, 
Iraq, Egypt and Jordan. The best news of all will be the 
invitation by these four states toother Arab states to join the 
newly created Arab bandwagon in order to make this whole 
process complete. Meanwhile, the Arab leaders of the four 
countries, who took the natural and daring national 
resolutions to begin the process of complete economic 
integration of their respective countries, deserve the appre- 
ciation and support of the whole Arab Nation. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


His Majesty King Hussein's statements to Ai Ra'i daily published 
Sunday constitute the theme of the paper's editorial. The paper 
points to two specific points referred to by the King in his 
statements: Jordan's ability to overcome obstacles in the way of 
stimulating the economy and serious efforts on the part of Jordan, 
Iraq, North Yemen and Egypt to form a regional economic bloc. 
But it also refers to the King’s emphasis on the need to achieve a 
permanent and comprehensive peace in the Middle East, so that 
the economies of its countries and the stability of the region could 
be guaranteed. The paper echoed King Hussein’s call for the 
convening of an international conference which, it said, serves as 
the most practical and feasible forum to reach a peaceful 
settlement for the Arab-Israeli conflict. Building a pan-Arab 
economy and ensuring peace in the region, the paper said, can 
only come about in an atmosphere of peace and cooperation 
among the countries of the region. 

A columnist in AI Ra'i daily comments Sunday on the abortive 
negotiations over Taba and Israel's intransigence, and its rejec- 
tion of a resolution by a panel of international arbitrators over the 
issue. Abdul Rahim Oratar says that the panel has ruled that the 
Taba enclave should return to Egypt by Jan. 29, 1989, but the 
Israelis persist that the enclave belongs to Israel, the military 
power which had been occupying the zone over the past 21 years. 
Israel which keeps bragging about its intention to reach a 
settlement with the Arabs over the occupied territories is clearly 
obstructing the path of any settlement through its intransigent 
attitude and its rejection of the will of the international 
community, the writer notes. Furthermore, and in a show of its 
adherence to its old-new policies, Israel is now asking Egypt for a 
lease of the Taba enclave so that it can benefit from the 
installations it built and for which Egypt had offered to pay 
compensation. The writer says that in view of this situation it is 
hard to believe that Israel has any intention at all to withdraw 
from any part of the occupied lands of Palestine. 

AI Dustour daily dwelt Sunday on the on-going meetings in Cairo 
by the Joint Jordanian-Egyptian Higher Committee co-chaired by 
the prime ministers of the two countries. The paper said that the 
meeting is being held in an atmosphere of optimism and new 
hopes in the future, and against a background of determination on 
the part of Amman and Cairo to forge ahead with plans to group 
the Arab countries in the orient in a strong economic bloc. The 
paper said that the two countries are coordinating their steps to 
serve the interests of the whole Arab Nation and to lay the ground 
for greater Arab cooperation and coordination. The current 
meeting, he said, is bound to pave the way for a real and lasting 
integration among the Arab countries. 

Sawt AI Shaab daily also discussed the higher committee meeting 
irt’Cairo and said that it has crowned the ninth meeting with new 
decisions for greater measures of integration and new spheres of 
cooperation in trade, industry, energy, higher education, tourism 
and information. The paper said that Jordan, which also 
maintains very dose cooperation in these fields with North 
Yemen and Egypt, is leading the way towards real integration 
among Arab countries to add more strength to the Arab nation’s 
economy. 


By Waked Sacli 


How private are ‘private* schools? 


ALTHOUGH the phenomenon of privatisation has gained 
currency and momentum in Jordan, our private schools are 
anything but private, in the full meaning and sense of die word, 
ana are left with very little say in their curricula, books and 
scholastic objectives whoa seen in the ligh t of the strict controls 
exercised by the government bureaucracy. 

With the exception perhaps of one or two foreign private 
schools, even the duration and break-up of scholastic years of our 
so-called private schools are controlled and prescribed by the 
government, to the extent that the institutions' operating licenses 
are subject to annual reviews by tise authorities. The degree of 
regulations covering “private” schools in Jordan has burgeoned 
so that that it raises questions on how we have allowed the sense 
and meaning of privatisation be changed so much. 

Taking for granted that privatisation is a basically healthy 
pursuit and that we in Jordan as a people and country have opted 
for it, the question that comes up is: Why can't we allow our 
private schools to function in a way that is free from state 
bureaucracy and control, drat, in the final analysis, turns them 
into government-run institutions? Imagine, if you wQl, that every 
time a company or organisation is privatised in Jordan, the 
authorities would continue to exercise control over it with 
iron-clad rules that could suffocate its spirit. 

Is it not tbe rationale behind privatisation to free institutions 
and organisations from paralysing bureaucracy? What could then 
be the raison d'etre behind the concept of privatisation of schools 
if their scope and dimension are reduced to the mere amount of 
tuition? 

No doubt, most academicians in our country would agree that 
the excellence and performance of our private institutions of 


learning has been affected by government controls. And it so 
happens that the private sector in the field of education can 
provide better quality of teaching and curricula and offer 
superior scholastic know-how than tile state sector. It is indeed 
better placed to pass judgments on scholastic matters, including 
duration of schools terms, than the officialdom. It is a foregone 
conclusion that there is yet to be a country where the state 
educational apparatus is able to offer higher quality education 
than private institutions. Why then have we in Jordan, of all 
countries, oot moved to alleviate the level and degree of official 
control and interference with our private centres of education? 

The foreign private schools in Amman are the object of envy of 
every other private school in Jordan because they are the only 
true private school in the Kingdom in tbe sense that they 
determine their own scholastic course and methodology of 
imparting knowledge to students. It does not take much imagina- 
tion to see that a redaction in its tuition fees and an upgrading of 
their treatment of religion and the Arabic language will herald a 
situation where many parents in Jordan would opt to take 
advantage of these well-rounded centres of primary and secon- 
dary education. Suffice to note that such truly private schools 
teach and promote tbe intellectual process and instill the concept 
of critical analysts in the youngest of the young rather than 
commemorating memorisation and regimental thinking right from 
toe word go. . . 

Lest the message be misunderstood, this is not to suggest that 
private endeavours in education be permitted to function in a 
lawless environment. Of course, there should be laws governing 
private schools as in the case with every other sphere of private 
sector activities. But, it is the degree and extent of such control 


and supervision that makes a marked difference between the net 
products of private schools and government-run schools. 

Tbe basic trouble in the question ensues from the lack of shared 
responsibilities between the private sector and *e 

Minis try of Education in the operations of pnyate sdroois. Ifwe 
have had a joint council of education composed of representatives 
from the government and private schools entrusted wjth the task 
of drawing up the necessary recommendations for the functions of 
our private schools, many of the existing problems would have not 
reared their heads in tbe first place. Since no-one can claim a 
monopoly on what constitutes a sound educational system, it 
would be in order for us in Jordan to start fhmkmg m terms of 
establishing such a panel and mandating it with the responsibility 
of drawing up new guidelines for our private schools m a way that 
serves the goals and interests of both sides. I suspect that many 
Jordanians who send their children to private schools and all the. 
leadership of our private schools would want more breathing 
space before coming with the necessary alternatives and choices 
about their educational philosophies. 

If tbe extent of government controls over private schools is lin- 
ked to the objective of preserving and protecting the Tawjihi exami- 
nations, we in Jordan are open-minded enough to realise and accept 
that the Tawjihi objective is not so sacrosanct that it cannot be 
scrutinised and amended to suit modern educational methods and 
aspirations. Some private schools in Jordan are already calling the 
Tawjihi archaic and unstated to modem needs. Be that as it may, 
there is still enough room to manoeuvre within the existing 
Tawjihi framework to accommodate its objectives and require- 
ments with greater freedom in running our private schools. 


Intifada changes perception about Arab cause 


By Faiza S. Am bah 

Dr. Emile Nakhieh has been a professor of political science at 
Mount St. Mary's College in Maryland, for over twenty years now 
and chairman of the Department of History and Political Science 
since 1975. He helped found tbe Institute of Internationa/ Studies 
of which he has been director ever since its inception in 1981. An 
expert on the Middle East, be has lectured extensively and written 
many books and articles on tbe region. The following are major 
excerpts from an interview with Dr. Nakhieh published recently 
by the Jeddah-based Arab News. 


Q. Dr. Emile Nakhieh, you are 
an Arab-American . 

A. That's right. I was bom in 
Palestine and I have been in tbe 
United States for about 30 years 
now. 

Q. In the summer of 1987, you 
did a Fulbright Senior Research 
Fellowship in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. How unencumbered 
was your access to information: 
how open were the Israelis with 
you, knowing that you are of 
Arabic origin? 

A. I spent the summer at the 
Truman Institute, a research cen- 
tre at the Hebrew University in 
Jerusalem, and so I lived in Jeru- 
salem but did my field work; 
interviewing Palestinian leaders 
and so forth, In the West Bank 
and Gaza. 

It was a fascinating summer 
because the first time I had ever 
been to tbe West Bank and Gaza 
was during the summer of 1977, 
when I was invited to teach two 
courses at Bir Zeit University; 
and now I was back ten years 
later. 

The purpose of my research 
was to study the occupation twen- 
ty years after its inception. The 
result of which were two articles, 
“The West Bank and Gaza: 
Twenty Years Later” in the Mid-’ 
die East Journal and “Reflections 
on the Uprising of Stones” in 
Middle East Insight. There were 
tremendous changes, most im- 
portant of which was this concept 
of steadfastness, or “sumud”, 
among the Palestinians; it be- 
came more indigenous, less en- 
dowed, with increased import- 
ance given to staying on the land, 
and more determination, in spite 
of their weakness militarily, to 
face down the occupation. 

Q. You were in the occupied 
territories in the summer of 1987, 
about six months before the be- 
ginning of the uprising. Could 
yon feel it coming; were there any 
indications? 

A. I predicted the situation in 
Gaza in the article I wrote for the 
Middle East Journal. 1 felt, when 
I left in early fall, that Gaza was 
ready to explode at any moment, 
but I misjudged the speed with 
which the West Bank would re- 
spond. 

I was in Gaza and the situation 
there was abhorrent. I could not 
believe the misery I saw. I was 
amazed that it had not exploded 
as of yet. The overcrowdedness in 
the camps, the high unemploy- 
ment, the frustration among the 
youth;, and the tremendous 
vicious ness of the occupation 
were becoming more and more 
intolerable. The occupation was 
much more physically present, 
much more vicious in Gaza than 
in the West Bank. 

Q. The United States had re- 
fused to open a dialogue with the 
PLO unless they renounced ter- 
rorism. What does It define as 
terrorism? 

A. This is a $64,000 question. 
As far as the United States posi- 
tion with the PLO is concerned, 
originally there were only two 
conditions set by former Secret- 
ary of State Henry Kissinger, in 
1975. Hie first R was recognition 
of U.N- Resolution 242. The 
second R was recognition of the 
state of Israel Now the third R, 
renouncement of terrorism, came 
later. When terrorist operations 
were being conducted outside of 
Israel, and against civilians, for 
example tbe hijacking of the 
Achilie Lauro, fins made a nega- 


tive impact on tbe American 
psyche. Because many times, 
American civilians were the 
target, it turned into a political 
issue. 

Q. Doesn't what the Israelis 
are now doing to the Palestinians 
count as terrorism? 

A. Of course it does- People in 
America, after Mr. Arafat re- 
nounced terrorism, have come to 
accept the distinction between 
terrorism and opposition to the 
occupation. Israel has tried to 
convince the United States, since 
Arafat's statement in Geneva,, 
that the intifada is a continuation 
of terrorism, but there have been 
a number of statements from the 
State Department to the effect 
that they see a difference be- 
tween terrorism and the intifada. 
The intifada is a resistance initia- 
tive that does not foil under the 
rubric of terrorism that Washing- 
ton bad wanted Arafat to re- 
nounce. 

Q. Why don't they ask Israel to 
renounce the terrorism it’s car- 
rying out against the Palesti- 
nians? 

A. Well they should. The Un- 
ited States is trying, at least in its 
statements, to get the peace pro- 
cess going so that the occupation 
could end. Since the intifada 
started, official statements out of 
Washington have indicated that 
the Israeli policy in the occupied 
territories is not acceptable. But 
there is a difference between 
these statements and actual poli- 
cies. 

On the positive side what has 
happened is that the intifada has 
had a tremendous impact on 
American public opinion. 

Q. You said that the intifada 
has made a big difference. Could 
you give us an example. 

A. For the first time since the 
creation of Israel, just two 
months ago, a public opinion poll 
in the United States showed that 
over 40 per cent of those inter- 
viewed, indicated that the United 
Slates should talk to the PLO and 
should settle the Palestinian 
issue. When Mr. Reagan autho- 
rised, through Mr. Shultz, his 
Tunisian ambassador to talk to 
the PLO, his decision got support 
in the country. 

Q. You have lectured on the 
role of public opinion in the 
making of foreign policy. Do you 
think that bad something to do 
■ with his decision to talk to 
Arafat. 

A. No, but he did read this 
change in public opinion. To a 
large extent, this change primari- 
ly occurred because of the intifa- 
da. Many, many Americans, even 
though they could not make 
Israel change its policy, felt dis- 
gusted with what they saw on 
television. There was daily cover- 
age of the brutalities happening 
in the West Bank and Gaza. The 
coverage decreased a little during 
the elections but then it picked up 
in November for several reasons; 
in anticipation of the declaration 
of the State of Palestine, and 
when Arafat was denied mi entry 
visa into the United States. 
American news agencies were 
everywhere on the West Bank. 
Whenever you torn on file news 
yon find an item about this issue. 

Q. Has there been a mg 
enough change in public opinion 
to translate into a shift in foreign 
policy? What is needed to make 
this h&ppeo? 

A. I think so. I tend-to be a bit 
more optimistic about American 


foreign policy under Bush and the 
incoming administration for 
several reasons. First of all there 
has been a definite change in 
relations between the Soviet Un- 
ion and the United States, there 
is less tension between the two 
countries. I think that this is a 
very important factor. There has 
been a genuine relaxation 
in superpower politics. How 
does this relaxation trans- 
late into actual foreign policy? R 
has reflected a genuine desire on 
the part of the two superpowers 
to settle regional conflicts and to 
end them peacefully. We have 
seen that with the IrW-Iraq war. 
As a result of their agreement, 
they hammered out word by 
word, approved, and passed 
U.N. Security Council Resold- ■ 
tion 598. 

The second very important 
reality is the establishing of con- 
tact between the U.S. and the 
PLO. It is unfortunate that it 
took so long. When Henry Kis- 
singer put the stipulations 13 , 
years ago, it was the price he felt, 
be had to pay to get Israel to sign 
the Sinai I, Sinai II and Golan I 
agreements with Egypt and Syria. 

Q. What about the. rapproche- 
ment between the Soviet Union 
and Israel? 

A. The Soviet Union has taken 
a more realistic attitude toward 
the world. Tbe Soviet Union was 
lobbying heavily, prior to the 
declaration of a Palestinian state, 
for the inclusion in the declara- 
tion, of U.N. Resolution 242 and 
the recognition of Israel. The 
Soviet Union is beginning to act 
as a state rather than as an 
embodiment of an ideology. 

Q. In one of your articles you 
mention the ‘'perennial tension 
between the executive and leg- 
islative branches (of the Amer- , 
ican govt.) regarding the charting 
and implementation of foreign 
policy," and how difficult Con- 
gress makes it for the president to 
pursue any Middle East policy, 
"that is perceived by Congress, 
rightly or wrongly, to be injurious 
to the interests of Israel.” Why is 
this so? 

’ A. The tension is on two levels. 
One is the perennial tension 
under the Constitution, what I 
would call tension between Arti- 
cle I an Article 2. 

Then there is the fact that the 
president tends to see foreign 
policy from a macro prospective; 
that is, with the interests of the 
United States as one complete 
picture. Because the president 
represents the country, his job, 
his constitutional responsibility, 
is to view American foreign poli- 
cy from a macro prospective 
whereas Congress, especially the 
House of Representatives, fo- 
cuses on the districts that those 
congressmen and congresswomen 
represent. The same thing is true 
of the senators; they concentrate 
on their state. In a sense, with all 
due 'respect to Congress, it is 
more parochial and more mic- 
ro focused. 

Plus, most lobbying is carried 
out at Congress level, and not 
just lobbying on behalf of Israel. 
Indeed, in die last thirty years we 
have seen very strong lobbying on 
behalf of Formosa, so much so 
that for 20 years the United 
States considered Formosa as the 
government of China. 

The lobbying on behalf of 
Israel has been very strong for 
many reasons; the cultural con- 
nection. the religious connection 
and the Western connection. By 
comparison, the Arab lobby is 
very weak. There were certain 
cases when Arab countries 
wanted certain weapons, the F- 
15s or AWACs for example, 
where they went to Washington, 
lobbied very effectively, and they 
got the vote and the weapons. 
Successful as they might have 
been, these activities were a one- 
shot affair and not a continuous 


process. Once they got the vote 
they just packed up and left town. 

Q. I heard it said that one of 
the reasons that the Americans 
identify with Israel is that what 
they did to the American Indians 
is similar to what the Israelis are 
now trying to do to tbe Palesti- 
nians. 

A. I don't really see the casual- 
ty there. What I do see is Israel 
and tbe Jewish community con- 
tinuously helping us not to forget 
what happened to the Jews under 
holocaust, and I see the West in 
general still suffers from that epi- 
sode. 

Q. But the West is letting it 
happen again in a way, only this 
time by Israel to the Palestinians. 

A. Yes, but in a sense what’s 
happening is presented in a smal- 
ler context. One reason that the 
West and the Jews are so dose is 
that the Jewish community in the 
United States has always been 
involved in social and philanthro- 
pic causes. Many Americans and 
Europeans are familiar with the. 
Jews because of .the many Jews 
who are involved in social causes, 
who have partidpated in sodety 
who contributed to the arts, to 
science, to the theatre, to educa- 
tion and to liberal causes. You 
find that a lot of universities in 
the United States have received 
big donations from Jewish philan- 
thropists. Whereas they are not 
familiar with the Arab World or 
with Islam in that way. 

That brings me to another, 
very important connection, which 
is the religious connection. When 
Christians read the New Testa- 


ment, they view it in tbe context 
of the Old Testament so it's very 
easy for a Christian to understand 
Judaism because it's just the 
other side of the Bible. It’s the 
Old Testament feeding into tbe 
New Testament. When you have 
a fundamentalist Christian read- 
ing the Bible today, to that fun- 
damentalist, Israel of today is the 
same as Israel of God- Not every- 
one believes this, bat nonetheless 
it is a real connection. 

All in all, Jewishness, and the* 
experiences of the Jewish people, 
are more familiar to Western 
audiences. When you talk- about 
the foundations of Western civi- 
lisation, and you try to identify its 
underpinnings, you would say 
they are Jodeo-Christian heritage 
and Greco- Roman law. Even 
though Islam contributed signifi- 
cantly to Western civilisation in 
the Middle Ages and these 
tremendous contributions are 
documented and studied, they 
are known mostly in the academic 
sphere. In our. own university,, a .. 
course in Islamic civilisation is " 
one of the core curriculum 
courses that ai student can take to 
fulfill his or her requirements. 
This though is on the academic 
level and not at the level of the 
average American. 

Q. In the American universi- 
ties, is there usually a pro- 
nounced bias against the Arab 
Nation, in classes of international 
relations and tbe like? 

A. There might be isolated 
occurrences but in general that's 
not the case. When you talk, 
about the pro-Arab lobby in the 


United States, it’s on two levels. 
One is tbe traditional N triple A 
level; National Association of 
Arab Americans. The other is the 
academic level. The pro-Israeli 
lobby has issued, just last year as 
a matter of fact, a booklet to their 
members, telling them very clear- 
ly that they have lost tbe case of 
the Israeli cause, in academia in 
the university level. Actually, in 
most universities today in the 
academic arena, in tbe United 
States,-you find more support for 
the Palestinian cause and more 
criticism of Israel than ever be- 
fore. 

Q. How come? 

A. Because it's very easy to 
explain intellectually, and 
rationally the Middle East con- 
flict. I see this with my own 
students. Students like to leant, 1 
they are not the average person in 
the street. When a student begins . 
to read and study the question, 
they realise that there are two - 
sides to the coin and it's not just: ’ 
zero sum game. Both peoples . 
have, rights and aspirations arid 
both have the right to be there. In 
this kind of atmosphere you can- 
not argue that only one people ; 
have the right to be there; tbe . 
Israelis and not the Palestinians, 
and you cannot justify the poli- " 
des of one state against a people. . 
If they support the idea of the 
Israels having a place in tbe sun, 
it’s time to support the idea of 
Palestinians having a place in tbe . 
sun. There is a definite change, in . 
the American academic commun- 
ity, concerning the Middle East. 


Jordan, Egypt to boost cooperation 


(Continued from page 1) 

feed, developing agricultural machin- 
ery. exchange seeds and saplings of 
fruit trees and help each other in the 
creation of pasture lands. 

Tbe two sides wiU continue studies 
on renewable energy and energy con- 
servations, will cooperate in projects 
to manufacture materials, and equip- 
ment used in energy generation and 
will conduct studies on providing re- 
mote villages and tourist sites with 
electricity and water from solar 
power. 

The two sides expressed satisfac- 
tion with feasibility studies on linking 
tbe national grids and decided to take 
steps to implement the project by 
announcing tenders, raising funds (or 
the project and report to the higher 
committee in 18 months. 

The two sides agreed to cooperate 
in exploiting oil shale and go ahead 
with plans to -cooperate in power 
supplies with Syria, Turkey and Iraq. 
The two sides will exchange informa- 
tion and expertise in oil exploration 
for oil and other minerals and will 
workout an agreement on coopera- 
tion in Ibis Geld. 

The rwo sides will set up a commit- 
tee to promote the services offered 
through the land-sea route linking 
Aqaba and Nuweibe and to try to 
reduce related fares and charges. 

The two sides voiced satisfaction 
with tbe performance of the Arab 
Maritime Bridge Company which 
groups Iraq, Egypt and Jordan. The 
company registered a profit of $1-93 
milli on in 1988. 

The committee recommended that 
concerned authorities in Egypt and , 
Jordan- pursue contacts with Iraq to , 
promote telecommunications services 1 
between them. . . 

The committee said work should be 
speeded up on a bilateral agreement 
on cooperation in cultural and scien- 
tific fields for the coming three years. 
Tbe agreement should allocate sebo- 1 
iarsbips, and seats for the benefit of 
students in either country. 

Tbe committee voiced satisfaction 
with the bilateral agreement between 
the national news agencies signed this 
month in Cairo and tbe ongoing, 
cooperation in radio an d television 
fields. 

The committee will direct con- 
cerned parties to maintain contacts 
with Japan to link the Jordanian and 
Egyptian microwave, networks and 
will direct engineers to pursue studies 
on areas that should be inducted. 

Hie committee wQI direct officials 
in charge of promoting tourism to 
visit southern Jordan . and sothem 
Sinai and conduct field studies on 


means of promoting tourism there. 
They will help each other to improve 
tourist services, facilitate visitors en- 
try into either country, provide diffe- 
rent means of transport for tourists, 
specially those visiting the southern 
regions and help each other in train- 
ing personnel in hotel management. 

Concerned authorities will open 
the way for imports of pharmaceutical 
products manufactured in either 
country and will exchange expertise 
in the drug industry and help laws and 
regulations that govern drug produc- 
tion. 

Jordan will employ Egyptian nurses 
and midwives during 1989. 

The ministers of labour will hold a 
meeting as soon as possible to con- 


clude an agreement on organising tin 
employment of Egyptian workers u 
Jordan. Tbe directors of the soda 
security corporations will also meet t< 
work but agreements that would (tea 
with issues pertaining to soda] secur 
ity benefits for workers. 

Consular offices in the two coun 
tries wifl conduct studies on providing 
better care and services for the sub 
jects of either country. Jordan am 
Egypt will study the possibility oi 
helping each other in caring Cor Egyp 
tian and Jordanian nationals in fore- 
ign countries. 

The two sides agreed to convent 
the 10th meeting of the committee u 
Amman during July 1989. 

Rifai and the Jordanian delegatibc 
returned to Amman Sunday evening. 


Sayeh praises ties as unique 


(Continued from page 1) 

territories worked very closely with 
the PLO leadership. "The PLO will 
not do anything that they do not 
agree to and they do not embark on 
any action witbour PLO approval,"' 
he said. 

Sayeh said tbe Islamic Resistance 
Movement, Hamas, had a very im- 
portant role to play in any Palestinian 
move. “Hamas seeks to liberate the 
whole of Palestine since it is the 
natural right of the Palestinians, n he 
said. “But h is not true that Hamas 
has been issuing communiques con- 
tradicting PLO positions. Hamas 
advocates mobilisation of all efforts 
to end the occupation.’' 

The envisaged Palestinian state will 
be established on democratic bases 
and the opinion of the majority will 
be respected, he added. 

Sayeh said the issue of the borders 
of the Palestinian state could not be 
discussed “unless such boundaries are 
biued on the ac tual recognition of our 
state and people and our right’ to 
exist." 

■‘When Israel was established, it 
did not respecter specify its borders, 
and so far it wants the whole of 
Palestine,*’ Sayeb said. “So we also 
want die borders of Palestine as our 
borders." However, he added,. any. 
talk of borders was premature .since 
die issue requires an international 
resolution. 

Sayeh said the European countries 
had an important Tok to play . in the 
Middle East peace process and noted 
tha* the Spanish foreign minster, in 
-his capaoty as chairman of the Euro- 
pean Economic Community (EEQ 
Council of_Mimsiers,_ had asked the 
Israeli government to respond; post- 


tiyely to the latest devetopmen 
the Palestine question 

Sayeh said a PLO dclegatioi 
expected to visit Syria soon to 
pare a visit to Damascus by 
Chairman Yasser Arafat, whe 
'•reiterate the PNC resolution! 
the decisions of the PLO Exet 
Committee, which has stressed 
we cannot do without Syria." 

Sayeh said it was high time ah 
summit was convened to fonniii 
pan- Arab stand on the latest dev 
me ats an d .events in the regkx 

Commenting on a recent’ ca 
U.S. President George Bush 1 
Palcstioian-Jordanian cohfedera 
Sayeh said: “What Bush said-wa 
prease, because the term ‘coofe. 
tion' implies the existence of 
states and Palestine is thus far i* 
reAycndem state on the-greui 
. “A confederation with Jord 
not at all a controversial issue an 
have repeatedly stressed iharwe 
a confederation with Jordan’ 
added. ’ 

In reply to a question on repi 
American commons for- the PL 
E&J* Peace negotiai 

Sayeh sad; “The PLO has tate 
fowoeable decision thatthi^opi 

strip) wfiL not-eod innfljt aebtev 
objectives. .. nisthe expression < 
°PPresocd people who -"are a 
occupation/' ' . . 
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Promises, Hei^gcaraj Peace. 

By Sami-K. Bamsuno^ . ' . 

ioterna&ooal Graphics Brentwood, Maryland- 1986 . 


I?** 

*°ciaiio, • 
5 «fcers k 

: Pm-Is«i. 
f last year* 
>Uettoihr 
na very^ 

l the castf 


Aom,^ 
way in* 
the u* 

esu Ppont 
* and* 
ian evtrk 


•■cry eajjs 
lually !t 
|e Eaatt 
fliz my if 
ike tote 
age peat 
mdenite 
:he (]\KS 
lere are i 
3 it's m\ 
Join pm 
liratioos: 

0 be then' 
lere jwc 
. one w 
k tbereit 

PaJestae 
•tify the pe 
jnstape^ 
: idea cf r -' 
ee in rim 

1 die kb:- 
a place ac 
ii:e cfaai*' 
mkcon* 
Middle & 


•ecd 

he com®* 

ajiiao**^ 

Sunday ■ 


By Manam Shabai ■ 

INT^romi$e$v heritage arid Peace 
or -‘the triMriAiidren o£ Abraham 
accordingfto God’s promises' 1 Dr. 
Sami K*-/ Hamarneh goes on .a 
crusade jo. save misguided souls 
-aroundr toe ■ ; worki.' -The -disting- 
uished Jordanian- American pro- 
fessor of the . history .of- medical, 
sciences lakes hfs readers -through: 
H4 *pagefs of Biblical 1 references 
and explanations of Bible history. 
The' author feels it is necessary to 
explain God’s , “prophecies” in 
part because “too many authors 
have beep unaware oftbe-import- 
ance of the geography, customs, 
dates- and history” "of Biblical 
times -and places. ~ 

. ' lir bi& introduction the author 
reveals that tie is “the kind of 
person who is * ■ responsive 1 to 

: BOOK REVIEW ,}• 


God's leading, ready to help and : 
serve. my fellow man*.— in prom.-, 
otion of peace arid justice:". • 

Hamarneh’smaihconcernis to 
emphasise five points which he 
deems essential toabetterunder- 
standhig of the Holy Scriptures 
(the Old and: New Testaments) 
they areas fallows; troths- aire hot ■ 
raugbt-by hiunpn yasdom hnt hy 
the spirit. Second^ people who 
live . by ‘.faith ; will always be '.in 
Gods .favour aoi'itre :“the itnie 
seed of Abraham, "the rfather of 
all belleversi'; 1 “Tfard, -through ‘ 
Gigs: 

intie-tijaoce p^GpdS3>ro!nises,$ 
entirely dependenj, pnfaitfi. Fifth 
and mostsigraficaxtdy.Gocrs pa£ . 
tiality with aH options who vener- 
ate, “and have a reverratjarfeax 
of God, Veatiflg 7nra',witH. wor- . 
shipful obedience, bust and up-’ 
right living*’:. are^acoqjtable and .. 
welcomed .by fiira ? -- . . 

Biblical- stories' are recounted " 
by- Dr; 'Hamars^-.with geog- 
raphical annotations ' which are 
probably unknown (for toe most .. 
pait);tp the avdn^. : BibIe reader 
who lives., dutsidey toe^ Middle 
East. ln many inspmhes the au- 
thor- also gives notes oil possible 
imgbisric links toftible vocabul- 
ary - Axabic ineanm^ as com-- • 
.pared .to "-Hebrew^ meanings. • 
Although the meanings are. often 
similar copotations -and -cehld- be 
interpreted differently depending 
on accentatiori. 

Dr; Hamarneh’s ■monograph’ 
is surely a ; most.schplariy piece of. 
worit^ However, ti^re^der who . 
is not fainiliar with the particular- " 
rticsTof Biblical studies and refer- 
ehces“ often gets lest m toe^pir- 
hual.. and religious jargon. that . 
exists througbout text. 

it is Only occasionally that the 
reader is able to apply .the text to . 
a given ‘real life’ situation. In a 
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Dermatology 
in outer space 


good natured but naive spirit 
-Hamarneh writes, “it is regrett- 
able to see that many decent and 
. honest in the West as well as in 
other parts of the world, enthu- 
siastically though blindly hold to 
. an absolute Wrong interpretation 
of Biblical 1 prophecies. They 
adopt, and even more, champion 
: the cause of ungodly, earthly 

- political (not theological) wicked 
policies. In the name of mytholo- 
gical and taimudic Judaism, they 
withstood against the spirit and 
pronouncements of ihe Bible as 
declared by the true prophets and 
saints of God. Compromising 
Christians, willfully approve ana 
even applaud reprisals, retribu- 
tions and vengeance against 
Arabs and other minorities in 
contempt to human rights, decen- 
cy, and international legal con- 
duct and etfucs.” 

There are- several controver- 
sial-contemporary subjects whose 
surface is scratched by Hamar- 
■ neh’s monograph. Primarily rhe 
staunch support of the Protes- 
tant, mostly Evangelical con- 
gregations for the state of Israel, 
predominantly in North America. 

Particular theological inter- 
pretations have led to the support 
that numerous congregations give 
to Israel. It is indeed very impor- 
tant for aU people concerned to , 
.be made aware' exactly how and 
why these interpretations were 
^made, More important still is why 
they have survived. Since reli* 
gious interpretation, according to 
. which many people and nations 
’’ decide if a- concept is right or 
wrong/ still ' has refative political 
clout, it ^essential toat The public 
be- educated as to It’s meaning. 

- JHamanoeh puts it differently: 
“Many church-goers and Christ- 
ianleiriers are£anfused because 
of misleading information, and 
are caught, by so many upsetting 
problems that they are fed into 

"'heretic and erroneous interpreta- 
tions of ■ scriptures. Unfamiliar 
with the holy lands history and 
geography; they; unaware, accept 
even upgodly indoctrination, 
-charismatic extremist brain- 
washing and irrational tendencies 
and mis teachings." 

It ' is. along these lines that 
Promises, Heritage and Peace, 
makes it’s strongest imprint to the 
“non-Biblicai" reader in particu- 
lar.- The author blasts away at 
Zionist aims mid designs by basi- 
cally labelling them as heretic to 
Chnstian thought and Biblical 
teachings. In his jGnal attempt to 
purge the minds of the “mis- 
lead"-, Hamarneh says, “All 
scriptures reject sectarianism and 
bigptry,”and categorically reject. 

. “lapartheism’,. race superiority, 
segregation and paramount glob- 
al eminence .over all other na- 
tions." 

•• A point well made ! 


Dr. Oumeish Youssef Oumeish is 
a practising Dermatologist and 
Venereologist in Amman. He 
contributed this a Hide to Jordan 
Times. 

By Dr. Oumeish Youssef Oumeish 

AMMAN — Oh. no! Not 
another sub-specialty of der- 
matology! But yes, says Arnold 
C. Toback. M.D., an instructor 
in clinical dermatology at Col- 
umbia University’s College of 
Physicians and -Surgeons in New 
York, who believes there is a 
legitimate place in this world for 
“space dermatology," now that 
phase two of the space odyssey is 
back on. 

With U.S. shuttle flying again 
and the Soviets' “Mir" space sta- 
tion programme going full blast 
and Mars apparently just over the 
horizon for both countries. Dr. 
Toback said the time is ripe for 
new emphasis on the problems of 
keeping men and women (and 
eventually, perhaps, children) 
beaJfby. beyond the earth's atmos- 
phere. 

Dr. Toback was featured at a 
breakfast “focus session" Satur- 
day and at a press conference 
Sunday at the convention centre. 
He predicted that extended space 
flight will produce unique new 
dermatoses or familiar old ones in 
novel guise, plus skin-related 
problems still unforeseen. 


While space itself is inhospit- 
able to all living things, the con- 
trolled environment of a closed 
spacecraft is extremely friendly to 
microorganisms, be said. 

He recalled that in the 1973-74 
U.S. Skylab series of three long- 
duration earth-orbital flights, 
yeasts and bacteria left behind by 
one crew were found by a subse- 
quent crew to have proliferated (a 
the hiatus between missions and 
bothered succeeding crews. 

Funny looking parents 

What this implies for perma- 
nent habitations in space such as 
Mir and the proposed American- 
built. western-operated space sta- 
tion of the 1990s is a matter of 
conjecture. Dr. Toback said. 

He foresaw the possible emerg- 
ence of immunologic changes as a 
result of long space missions, 
some of which have been sug- 
gested by in-flight and post-flight 
findings from both U.S. and 
Soviet operations. 

Asked at the press conference 
for a curbstone diagnosis of the 
dermatologic status of E.T., the 
little alien in the movie of the 
same name, Dr. Toback said it 
looked very much to him like 
ichthyosis. Then he added: 

“The key for funny-looking 
children is funny-looking parents, 
and that's the thing to look for.” ( 


The nightmare 
of earthquakes 


CHINA, with 46U seismic moni- 
toring stations, including nine run 
in co-operation with the United 
States, is investing increasingly 
heavily in trying to predict when 
and where earthquakes will 
occur. 

There is a pressing need to do 
this, particularly in Western Chi- 
na, one of the most earthquake- 
prone regions in the world. Fore- 
knowledge of quakes would en- 
able the mass-evacuation of peo- 
ple from the thrcatpn<»d areas. 

• So far the Chinese have had 
both successes and failures in 
seismic forecasting. 

They failed to predict an earth- 

S uake in Yunnan Province Iasi 
'ovember in which more than 
600 people were killed. Unfortu- 
nately, although there arc 33 
monitoring stations in Yunnan, 
there is only ohe — in Kunming, 
the provincial capital — that has 
American equipment, the most 
sophisticated sort at present used 
in China. • 

However, China is reportedly 
the first country to have ever 
made an accurate short-term pre- 
diction of a big earthquake: one 
at Heicheng in 1973. It measured 
73 on the Richter scale. A fore- 
cast was made on morning, and 
the quake occurred a few hours 
later. 

But Mr. Chen Zhangli, re- 
search director at China’s State 
Seismological Office, has said 
that the Chinese still have more 
failures than successes in short- 
term forecasting. 

Three years ago scientists be- 
lieved that there mighr be a large 
earthquake in Yunnan sometime 
in the following ten years. As a 
result, seismologists kept a dose 
watch on that province. 

Results of an investigation con- 
ducted in Lancang, Yunnan, last 
August indicated that there might 
be a big quake there within about 
two years; it was not considered 


right to make any more precise 
forecast. 

Mr. Chen said recently that the 
Yunnan earthquake verified his 
staffs mid-term and long-term 
predictions. Also the research 
produced important new in- 
formation about seismic activity 
in the hours before a quake, 
including about changes in under- 
ground temperature. 

During the past two years the 
Chinese have been installing 
equipment to measure small 
changes in underground tempera- 
tures. A monitoring station about 
150 kilometres from toe epicentre 
recorded a maximum tempera- 
ture rise of 0.2 degrees centigrade 
before the Yunnan earthquake. 

Chinese .seismologists are also 
measuring strain inside rock. 

It is expected that western Chi- 
na, now experiendng above-aver- 
age seismic activity, is likely to 
have earthquake of more than 
seven on the Richter scale in the 
next few years. 

The world's worst earthquake 
in terms of Joss of Jifis occurred in 
China — epicentre in Shensi Pro- 
vince — 433 years ago (on Febru- 
ary 2. 1556). It killed an esti- 
mated 830,000 people. 

The worst quake in recent 
years was also in China. It des- 
troyed the city of Tangshan July 
28. 1976. causing hundreds of 
thousands of deaths. Other major 
Chinese earthquakes, with simi- 
lar massive carnage, occurred in 
Kansu in the 1920s. 

Each year throughout the 
world there are an estimated 
500,000 detectable seismic or 
micro-seismic disturbances. Ab- 
out 100,000 of these can be felt 
and about 1 ,000 cause damage. It 
is only when there is large-scale 
loss of life, such as in Soviet 
Armenia recently, that earth- 
quakes are given front-page 
coverage in the world’s Press. — , 
Lion feature. 
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This Tibetan woman is an oracle 
who, when possessed by a spirit, 
can cure ailments and predict the 
future. For the last 45 years she 
has been holding court in her 
dingy kitchen. People come from 
miles around with ailments, prob- 
lems and a good measure of faith. 
Call it voodoo or black magic, it is 
difficult to either endorse or reject 
this sort of practice given the 
uncertainties of our technology - 
ridden age. 

By Rekha Sharma 

AN EXPECTANT hush had fal- 
len over the dingy Ladakhi kitch- 
en. A great iron stove, decorated 
with brass motifs, stood against 
one wall. A glistening array of 
pots and pans lined the shelves 
above ir. Above forty people, 
including members of the “iha- 
mos" family sat unmoving in the 
little room, their faces reflecting 
fear. awe. and absolute faith in 
their oracle. 

A frail little lady entered the 
room. She washed her hands, and 
... what was this? Her eyes took 
on a glazed look, while her pre- 
sence emitted a power totally 
incongruous with her tiny frame. 
She sat before her prayer vessels 
and began chanting. Her body 
twitched violently, her voice 
changed, and with the ringing of 
the little Tibetan bell in her hand 
she was transformed into an en- 
tirely different personaJiiy. Wbat 
was going on? 

We had come to the “Moon- 
land" and its freezing inhospit- 
able winter, in pursuit of the little 
known oracles of Ladakh. With a 
healthy apprehension of the un- 
known in our hearts, we had set 
out to make contact with these 
extraordinary humans in commun- 
ion with spirits of the Astral 
world. Usually these oracles are 
sneered at and dismissed as 
“tricksters" and “showmen", out 
to exploit the simple and gullible 
village folk. 

In this age of star wars and 
technological advancement, who 
can believe in such happenings? 
And yet. are we correct in out- 
right condemnation, or is it our 
ignorance and fear of the un- 
known that prompts our reac- 
tions? We were determined to 
find out. 

What we discovered was an 
entirely different world. It was 
difficult to retain a sense of real- 
ity. In fact, what is reality? We 
were not very sure anyway. 

Ladakhi Buddhists firmly be- 
lieve in the existence of 360 
“lhas" or spirits of various gods 
and goddesses, controlled by 
“Iha” Wang chuck Chenpo. These 
spirits temporarily take over the 
tradies of “Ihamos" (female ora- 
cles). who act as “mediums." 
These oracles are of two kinds, 
“ullhas” and "khimlhas." 
“LJHhas" occupy a higher status 
in the hierarchal order. Respec- 
tive "Ihabas” and “Ihamos" are 
possessed by the same “Iha" each 
time. 

The possession usually takes 
place during the yearly 2-3 day 
festival in their monastery after 
prolonged penance and prayer. 
When “possessed" they primarily 
make predictions about the fu- 
ture for the country, the village, 
and answer persona] queries. 
“Khimias," on the other hand, 
are a lower rung. “Lbabas" and 
“Ihamos" of this order can be 
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possessed at will. While under 
possession they unden ake to cure 
people of minor ailments, destroy 
evil spirits possessing them, solve 
personal problems and make pre- 
dictions for the future. 

Armed with cameras and re- 
corders we drove down to the 
Syabu village, in search of the 
“khimla lhamo.” Had we met her 
in the street, she would probably 
have passed unnoticed. Yet, sea- 
ted in her kitchen — in front of 
her seven neatly arranged little 
containers filled with water, 
grain, flower, incense, fire, “sat- 
tu" (powdered barley), a replica 
of a “stupa" and a little drum 
sitting in a pot of grain — she 
held every eye in the room. 

Chanting in Tibetan, a lan- 
guage she does not remotely com- 
prehend in normal life , she began 
proceedings. How prosaic that 
sounds. How can one describe in 
mere words the spectacle that 
followed? 

She united a bundle of clo- 
thing. An old apron in gold and 
maroon silk brocade went around 
her waist. A little blue poncho 
with dragons and “doijees" in 
silver brocade she draped over 
her shoulders. On the lower half 
of her face she tied a red cotton 
scarf. Finally >he donned her 
head gear — five painted wooden 
plates depicting five forms of 
Buddha, intertwined with "kha- 
daks" (prayer scarves). During 
these entire proceedings, her eyes 
were partially shut, the pupils 
rolled back, and her body was 
twitching uncontrollably. 

Picking up an old Tibetan bell, 
a “dorjee". and a little silver 
spoon in her left hand, she fitted 
them between her fragile fingers 
and began ringing the bell. Her 
voice changed dramatically. 

She lifted a little drum in her 
right hand and played that too — 
chanting all the while. Her body 
twitched violently. She then 
turned towards us. Who was this? 
Surely not the lady who first 
entered the room? I had always 
considered myself a non-believer. 
Yet, in that room there was no 
question of any doubt in my 
mind. This was no fraud being 
perpetrated. This was for real. 

Beating the ground with a little 
stick, eyes partially dosed, she 
signalled for the first person to be 
brought before her. The petrified 
young village woman hesitated — 
and was beaten with the stick. 
You cannot keep a “Iha” waiting. 

The woman hurriedly undid 
her "goncha” (Ladakhi ankle 
length dress), and the several 
layers of clothing underneath till 
her chest and stomach were bare. 
The "lhamo" pressed her fingers 
into the patient’s body, then bent 
to suck something out of her solar 
plexus. She spat it out into a little 
basin. I peered in to see a large 
mass of something that looked 
like clotted blood. There was no 
cut or abrasion on the patient's 
body — then how did she do it? 

Several other patients fol- 
lowed. She sucked out stones, 
blood clots, and even a tiny baby 
bird. It was bizarre to say the 
least. 

Apart from the physical, peo- ! 
pie came to her with personal 
problem — she advised them, I 
made predictions and blessed 
foem. All this was interspersed 
with sudden bursts of aggression,* 
when she would swing her stick 
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around, striking anyone within 
range. 

Towards the end, she picked 
up her “phurba” — hard metal 
object, with a “dorjee" (signify- 
ing wisdom) at one end. and a 
sharp curved blade a c toe other — 
wrapped in several “khadaks". 
She proceeded to bless people 
with it. A “.phurba” is said to be 
indestructable. It has the power 
to destroy evil, and provides its 
owner with tremendous mental 
strength. This particular “phur- 
ba" had been given to her by a 
“Rimpoche” (reincarnated lama) 
of a very high order. While hand- 
ing it to her he had predicted that 
she would eventually reach a 
place where she would come into 
contact with the spirit of Padma- 
sambhava. 

Meanwhile the lady had been 
flinging grain and holy water at 
the gathering. The closing cere- 
mony had begun. She started 
beating herself, and her body 
went through strange contor- 
tions. She finally removed her 
headgear, poncho, apron and 
scarf, chanting vigorously all the 
rime, then fell to the ground 
beating herself. Slowly the 
twitching subsided, her voice re- 
turned to normal, her eyes 
cleared, and she was still. It was 
over. I don't know how she left, 
but I was exhausted just from 
watching the action. 

She cleared her little table, 
washed her hands and left the 
room. The tension in the room 
eased visibly, and a semblance of 
normalcy returned to the kitchen. 

The little lady came in once 
again. She greeted us with a wide 
smile and sat on the rug beside 
me. Was this indeed the same 
person? This simple, bright eyed 
gentle creature could not have 
been the central figure in the 
bizarre spectacle that bad lasted 
for over three hours. Yet, she 
was. We asked via our interpreter 
if she would mind answering a 
few questions. She inclined her 
head in assent and smiled. 

We learnt that she first started 
getting possessed after her 
mother's death, when she was a 


child, just 4 years old. She would 
suddenly go racing up a steep hill, 
and would perform fears impossi- 
ble for such a tiny child. Her 
parents and both been “khim- 
ias". "Hie father, therefore, took 
the girl to the Stok village for 
consultation with the “lamas" 
(Buddhist monks). She was then 
taken to Thikse. where the Tha- 
ba' put her through rigorous 
training. This included a month 
of meditation in the solitude of a 
mountain cave. 

After two years of this training, 
she was blessed by two disting- 
uished “Rimpoches". and told 
she could begin work as a 
“khimla." 

She suffered several problems 
in the early days. She was pla- 
gued hy bouts of weakness as a 
resuti of the possession. At times 
she would be overcome by fits of 
madness. Yet. slowly, as she con- 
tinued with her daily routine of 
prayer, and with long periods of 
meditation and fasting, she came 
to be in control of herself. 

Now, for the last 45 years or so. 
she has been holding court everv 
morning in her dingy little kitch- 
en. People come"’ from miles 
around with ailments, problems 
and a good measure of faith. If it 
is something she cannot cure, she 
tells you to see a doctor. 

She knows not what Tha" will 
possess her each day. Different 
spirits come and take charge of 
her body. At times she is posses- 
sed simultaneously by several 
“lhas". One particular “Iha” 
apparently speaks the language of 
a crow. When he arrives, his 
words are interpreted by one of 
the few people in the viliage who 
can comprehend the conversa- 
tion. Once the trance is over, she 
has no recollection whatsoever of 
what transpired. Yet, she enjoys 
her work. When people come to 
her saying she has cured them, 
she experiences a tremendous 
sense of satisfaction. "It makes 
my life worthwhile," she says. 
“Who will be the next “lha- 
mo"?'* I ask. She points towards 
her little granddaughter and 
smiles — Gulf weekly. 


Under the Patronage of 

H.R.H. Prince Faisal Bin Af-Hussein 
and 

H.R.H. Princess Alia Al-Faisal 

Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation / 

The National Music 
Conservatory 

and 

The American Cultural 
Center 

present 

A festival of rock music by the 

SUN RHYTHM SECTION 

will be held in Jordan 
on Feb. 3, 1989 
at the Palace of Culture. 

This unique group is comprised 
of 6 world famous rock'n roll 
musicians and among them is 

Elvis Presley's A 

drummer D.J. Fontana. Mk 


338.fe3e.8iM, 18--38 



Tickets at 3 and 1 JD’s are 
available at: 

Babiche, Istiklal Library - Sweifleh. 
Fir as Bookshop, the American 
Cultural Center, and 
the National Musk: Conservatory. 

Young and young at heart 
will enjoy this festival of 
rock music from the 
50* s til! today. 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
ANiyyah Girts School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 1 2:00-3^0 
p.m. 

6: 30- Midnight 

Tel. 638968 




MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

TWkm away available 

Open daily 13:01)- 13-30 
18:00-23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

V Tel: 661922 / 


/ CHEN’S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

w 6:30 - Midnight y 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 


Open daily Noon - 3:30p.m. 
& 6:30p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 





FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7-30 -tl. 30 pm 
After the Holiday Inn hotel 

Tbwards 3id circle 
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nkers, economists discount 
early Gulf reconstruction boom 


■BAHRAIN (R) — Prospects of a post-war recon- 
struction boom in Iran and Iraq are being stalled by 
deadlocked peace talks, bad debt and fears that new 
investors could lose their money. 


Bankers and economists say* 
that although both states were 
rebuilding their shattered econo- 
mies following the August cease- 
fire in the eight-year Gulf war, a 
shortage of money was likely to 
delay development. 

“...Neither Iran nor Iraq want 
to continue fighting," said Gulf 
International Bank economist 
Henry Azzam. 

“But for someone to put in 
money, they need to know there 
is a peace agreement signed and 
sealed by the two countries," he 
told Reuters. 

Bankers said Iraq, burdened by 
up to S6S billion of debt and an 
inflation rate of 35 to 40 per cent, 
would have to rely on Arab de- 
velopment funds and guarantees 
from Western export credit agen- 
cies for the lion's share of outside 


funding. 

Iran — free of major debt — is 
a better candidate for foreign 
loans, but bankers say this is 
unlikely as the country is in the 
throes of an internal debate over 
whether borrowing is compatible 
with Islam. 

Usury is forbidden by the 
Koran, the Islamic holy book. 

“I can’t see the Iranians com- 
ing to the international market as 
borrowers like the other less de- 
veloped countries because of this 
interest rate problem,” Azzam 
said. 

“But they will tell contractors 
who are bidding for projects they 
will give it to them if they come 
with their own financing ...there 
might be an oil barter arrange- 
ment,” he added. 

Iranian Deputy Interior Minis- 


ter Mohammad Sadr last week 
urged his country to shun foreign 
borrowing, saying it would mean 
kissing the Islamic revolution 
goodbye. 

One Western diplomat said 
many foreign businessmen would 
be reluctant to invest in Iran until 
it was clear who would succeed its 
spiritual leader, 86-year-old 
Ayatollah Ruhollab Khomeini. 

“If there is no dear successor 
for Khomeini, there will be a 
tremendous struggle for power 
after be dies. Yon could lose 
everything you invested instant- 
ly," he said. 

Higher oil prices brought on by 
OPECs latest pact to curb pro- 
duction are expected to' boost 
1989 revenues for both Iran and 
Iraq but businessmen in the Gulf 
community say hopes of a com- 
mercial boom following the ceas- 
efire re main unfulfilled. 

“The actual expenditure in 
Iran and Iraq is not going to be 
what some people are talking 
about” said KhaJed A1 Fayez, 


head of the Kuwait-based Gulf 
Investment Corporation? 

Half of Iraq’s total debt is 
thought to be owed to its two 
main Gulf war backers, 'Kuwait 
and Saudi Arabia. Arab develop- 
ment funds have extended more 
than $200 million. 

Bankers said Baghdad would 
continue to tap these resources 
but they would not meet all the 
country's development needs. 

“The only thing which would 
help Iraq overcome its credit 
problems would be to tell the 
whole world what their intentions 
are regarding their outstanding 
debts," one Arab banker said. 

“There is very little appetite 
now for additional long-term Ira- 
qi risk on the part of the commer- 
dal banks," said another. 

“All foreign credit lines to Iraq 
are already frilly utilised and un- 
less it improves on its payments 
record it is unlikely they will be 
increased," he added. 

France, with official claims on 
Iraq of around $4 billion, has 


refused to extend further credit to 
Iraq until the country begins to 
settle current payment arrears. 

Britain, on the other hand, has 
almost doubled its 1989 credit 
line to $598 million in a move 
aimed at reaping preference in 
future contract awards. 

German and I talian companies 
are also vying for the lead in 
post-war reconstruction. 

“It is not unexpected that you 
would see some new money com- 
mitted... Iraq is not in as much 
straits as some countries in Latin 
America.” Fayez said. 

Four Arab funds agreed in 
Kuwait last week to study an 
Iraqi request for $600 million for 
water and electricity projects in 
the heavily damaged port city of 
Basra. 

Bankers and diplomats said 
military spending was another 
obstacle barring major recon- 
struction in Iran and Iraq. 

“Both countries are spending 
like mad on rearming,” one di- 
plomat said. 



ar strength poses dilemma 


LONDON (R) — The dollar’s 
irrepressible new year rally has 
boxed industrial nations into a 
policy dilemma, threatening high- 
er interest rates worldwide and 
posing a serious challenge to the 
goal of stable exchange rates. 

Economists say financial lead- 
ers from the Group of Seven (G-7) 
Western powers, due to meet in 
Washington this week, will be 
hard pushed to avoid the conclu- 
sion that their range of policy 
options is small and the risk of 
higher interest rates great. 

“It is a box the Group of Seven 
nations can’t talk themselves out 
of," said Gerald Holtham, chief 
international economist at Lon- 
don brokers Shearson Lehman 
* Hutton. 

The U.S. currency’s surge, 
beaten back but far from reversed 
after five bouts of coordinated 
central bank dollar sales in the 
past 14 days, puts to the test the 


Group of Seven’s commitment to 
exchange rate stability agreed in 
Paris in February, 1987. 

Since what became known as 
the “Louvre accord”, the Ltaited 
States, Japan, West Germany. 
France, Britain. Canada and Italy 
have pegged the dollar within 
bands against major currencies. 

But as it bumps up against what 
is widely thought to be an un- 
publicised ceiling agreed against 
the Deutschemark, the scope for 
policy change is limited and eco- 
nomists say the only practical way 
out may be to buy time through 
intervention. 

The ideal solution would be for 
the Bush administration to cut 
the U.S. budget deficit, dampen- 
ing demand in the United States, 
allowing the Federal Reserve 
(Fed) to cut interest rates and 
making the dollar less attractive 
to investors. 

But economists believe difficult 


MAIDS MISSING 



The two Filipino maids whose photos are shown here, namely Angel ita 
Pajar and Corazon Macaspac left their place of work on Dec. 29, 1988 
and did not show up since then. Any person withholding information 
about them will be liable to legal prosecution noting that neither of them 
carries any identity card or any official documents. 

Therefore anyone who has any Information about them or 
their whereabouts Is kindly requested to call the Public 
Security Department 1 s Foreigners and Borders Police De- 
partment, the nearest police station or to contact Tel. 641898. 
Thanks. 


HOUSE FOR RENT 

4 bedrooms, one sitting room, one dining room, one salon, 
3 bathrooms, nice garden, big garage for three cars, in a 
beautifully situated area in Abdoun. 

Please call: Mr. Farrah Tel. 813130 or 819747 


CAR FOR SALE 

Duty Free Subaru 4WD, model 1985 is available for sale by 
tender. Offers should be submitted in sealed envelopes to the 
Australian Embassy before 1200 hours on 8 February 1989. 

Vehicle can be inspected at the embassy between 4th 
and 5th Circles, Jabal Amman. 


FURNISHED VILLA TORRENT 
INSHMEISANI 

Consisting of 3 bedrooms, 3 salons, spacious dining 
room, 3 bathrooms, laundry room and maid room with 
central heating, air conditioner for summer time, and 
spacious garage that can accommodate 4 cars. 

Please call 667777 (morning) and 676442 {after- 
noon) 


A HOUSE IN WESTERN SHMEISANI 

FOR RENT 

With or without furniture, first floor, separate entrance, private 
garden, private garage, with separate central heating, tele- 
phone, consists of 2 bedrooms, sitting room, dining room. 2 
patnrooms, glassed-in veranda, spacious kitchen. 

Location: Western Shmeisani, west of Professional Association 
Complex Abdul Halim A1 Nimer Slreet, near Bilal Mosque. 
House No. 24. 

Tel. 685593 - 665711 from 9 a.m. - 12:00 noon and 4-6 
p.rci. 


negotiations with Congress will 
prevent an early breakthrough 
and expect Fed Chairman Alan 
Greenspan, who has been tight- 
ening policy to head oft inflation, 
will resist pressure from Bush’s 
new budget team to cut rates. 

“The pressure will be on tbe 
Fed to ease monetary policy," 
said Jim O'Neil, analyst at Swiss 
Bank Corp in London. 

Greenspan told the House 
Banking Committee in Washing- 
ton last week monetary policy 
needed to err on the side of 
restrictiveness and said current 
inflation rates were too high. 

. He found a ready ally in his 
West German counterpart, Bun- 
desbank President Karl Otto 
Poehl, who later said his nation's 
monetary policy would be less 
expansionary in 1989. And he 
explicitly backed Greenspan's 
anti-inflation drive. 

The prospect of a U.S. policy 
split and slow budget negotiations 
does not bode well for new initia- 
tives by finance ministers and 
central bank chiefs at their Feb. 3 
meeting. 

Senior monetary officials held 
preparatory talks in Zurich 
Thursday, but ministers have 
played down the possible out- 
come of the formal Washington 


meeting. They have billed it as a 
“get-to-know you” session which 
might not issue a communique. 

Bush's team is keen to start a 
new initiative on the Third World 
debt crisis, but European monet- 
ary sources said the focus of 
attention is likely to be on a 
review of dollar policy. 

The dollar's gains, fuelled by 
tighter U.S. policy, are already 
posing problems. 

— A stronger dollar would 
boost inflation in Europe and 
Japan as import prices rise. West 
German consumer prices rose to 
a year-on-year 2.5 per cent in 
January from 1.6 month earlier. 

— Rising inflation could spark 
higher interest rates in Europe, 
risking a recession and collapse of 
business confidence at a time 
when stock markets are forging 
ahead strongly. 

— A high dollar would make 
U.S. exports less competitive, ex- 
acerbating the huge U.S. trade 
deficit. A key objective of policy 
coordination has been to redress 
global imbalances. 

— If the dollar were to break 
oat of the top end of the Louvre 
accord target against the mark, 
thought to be 1.90, central bank- 
ers are worried the rally could 
get out of hand. 


FINANCIAL CONSULTANT 
SEEKS ASSIGNMENTS 


U.K. qualified Chartered Accountant resident in 
Jordan and with spare time in hand seeks financial 
assignments. Extensive experience in management 
reporting, investigations and audits of multi-national 
corporations. 

Please write to: Um AJ Sumaq. P.O. Box 281 


SEMI-VILLA FOR RENT 


4 bedrooms, 3 sitting rooms, dining room, large kitchen, 
garage, garden, central heating, solar system, fitted 
wardrobes, excellent finishing. 

Location: Shmeisani near Middle East Hotel, 
please call 641430. 


Boeing predicts 
lower sales 

DUBAI (R) — Boeing, the 
world's biggest commercial air- 
craft manufacturer, expects a 
sharp drop in sales in 1989 largely 
in the interests of passenger safe- 
ty, senior company managers said 
Saturday. 

The company is forecasting 
1989 sales of around $20 billion 
following last year's record $30 
billion order book, said Ardell 
Anderson, a director of the divi- 
sion which produces the firm’s 
most successful 737 passenger jet 
range. 

The cut will be self-imposed as 
the firm concentrates on uphold- 
ing safety standards, which be- 
came a matter of public concern 
after the crash of a Boeing 737 in 
Britain earlier this month. 

,f We could be very greedy at 
Boeing. There is a tremendous 
demand for our planes. We could 
increase the production rate 
much higher but we will not do 
that if the quality of our airplanes 
would be sacrificed,” said Ander- 
son at a Boeing reception to mark 
the 1989 Dubai airshow. 

Anderson estimated Boeing 
would take on only around two 
thirds of the 636 plane orders It 
took last year. 

"We are not going to increase 
our capacity until we are sure our 
people can handle it," said 
Boeing's director of Middle East 
sales Duane Long. 

Boeing is now looking to set 
deliveries for as far ahead as 1993 
and 1994, said Anderson. 

The modern system of produc- 
ing parts all over the world has 
increased profitability but also 
demands on quality control. 

Only the wings of Boeing air- 
craft are wholly made at its Seat- 
tle plant, in Washington state. 
The other parts are made else- 
where, as far apart as China and 
Texas, and shipped in. 

Anderson said Boeing had 
taken the initiative in improving 
its suppliers' training and quality 
control programmes. 


ELECTRIC/EXECTRONIC ENGINEER 

WANTED 

To work in the field of sales and services. A minimum of three 
years experience in the field of surveillance, testing and 
measuring equipment is essential. Candidate should also be 
proficient in English (speaking, writing and reading) and be 
ready to travel abroad. 

Please send application, together with photocopies of 
credentials, to: 

The Director, P.O. Box 5226, Amman. 

(Please give telephone number. If available). 


MANY VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT 

Furnished or 
Unfurnished . 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more Informa- 
tion please cali.Wael 
Real Estate at 685342 


‘Fortress Europe’ raises concern 


l 


has 

no 


DAVOS, Switzerland (R) — The 
European Community (El 
given assurances there wifi 
protectionist .‘"fortress Europe” 
after internal trade barriers dis- 
appear in 1992 but many non- 
Europeans seem unconvinced. 

Senior EC politicians at the 
annual World Economic Forum 
have stressed that the new market 
of 320 milli on people will be fully 
open to imports from Japan, the 
United States and elsewhere. 

But Eishiro Saito, chairman of 
Japan’s Feidanren (Federation of 
Economic Organisation), said 
Japanese businessmen were con- 
cerned that protectionist tenden- 
cies in Europe would intensify 
after 1992. 

He said Japanese industry bad 
invested big amounts in Europe 
pouring $6.5 billion into the re- 
gion in 1987, a 90 per cent in- 
crease over 1986. 

But recently there had been an 
increasing emphasis by EC coun- 
tries on the need for higher local 
content in products made by 
Japanese firms in Europe, he told 
a symposium Saturday. 

“I am afraid this casts a dark 
shadow on future prospects we 
have in this area,” he said. 

“Europe is very unlikely to 
avoid a fortress Europe result," 


said Lester Thurow, professor at 
the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology and among the 1 ,000 
senior political and business lead- 
ers attending the forum. 

He said the 12-nation Com- 
munity already had an inte- 
grated market far agriculture and 
this had resulted in barriers to 
food imports from outside. 

“When I travel around 
Europe, I hear people say, ‘We 
are not going to allow the 
Japanese to do to Europe what 
they have done to the United 
States’,’’ he added. 

Austrian Chancellor Franz Vra- 
nitzky said his country was active- 
ly considering whether to apply 
for EC membership in case its 
interests were harmed by staying 
out. 

“More than two-thirds of our 
trade is with the 12. Faced with 
1992 and its consequences, we are 
obliged to react and analyse the 
situation," he added. 

EC Commission President Jac- 
ques Delors dismissed fears that 
the EC would be protectionist 
and said it was the Community’s 
duty and in its interest to operate 
an open market. 

He said the EC already had 
multilateral and bilateral rela- 
tionships with member countries 


of the European Free Trade 
Association (EFTA), as well as 
cooperation accords with Yugos- 
lavia, Turkey, Cyprus and Malta. ; 

He said tbe EC wanted - to- 
strengtben ties with East Bloc, 
countries and had not forgotten 
its duties towards countries- 
bordering the Mediterranean.. 

Belgian Prime Minister Wfl- 
fried Martens rejected talk of a 
“fortress Europe” as nonsense. : 
At every stage of its develop- 
ment, tbe EC had proved more 
open to the world than some of its . 
individual members, and its share 
of world trade was higher than, 
that of either the United States or 
Japan. 

“All indications are that the-' 
creation of the internal market ' 
wifi benefit third countries; Many 
large U.S. and Japanese -firms 1 
have well understood- -what -is 
going on and have prepared ‘ 
themselves for the many opportu- 
nities on offer,” he said. • 

He said protectionist voices 
could be heard- sometimes in 
Europe, but they, were less, 
numerous and noisy than in the 
U.S. or Japan. . 

“It is tbe opposite of a iTortress 
Europe’. It’s a project to demol- 
ish trade barriers,” he said. . 


Analysts belittle Japanese inflation 


TOKYO (R) — Despite snappy 
economic growth, driven by brisk 
consumer spending, Japan should 
be able to sidestep inflation wor- 
ries for at least another year, 
economists say. 

Lower costs of imports are 
dampening domestic prices, 
keeping a heavy fid on inflation, 
they said. 

Many economists forecast 
Japan's consumer prices to hold 
below two per cent this year, a 
level that presents no threat to 
the economy. 

“If consumer prices were 
climbing three of four per cent, 
we would have problems. But 
with prices going up between only 
one to two per cent this year, 
there is no need for worry,” said 
chief economist Toshiaki Kaki- 
moto at Sumitomo Bank. 

Kakimoto sees consumer prices 
gaining 1.6 per cent in 1989, up 
only slightly from 1988's 0.7 per 
cent. Forecasts by other econom- 
ists ranged between 1.4 and 1.9 
per cent 

The government announced 
the 1988 figure last week. 

“Stability of prices should con- 
tinue this year,” said economist 
Shi gem Saito of Dalwa Securities 
Research Institute. The new con- 
sumption tax wifi have a big 
impact on prices, but that wifi be 


just temporary and not cause any 
worries, he said. 

The across-the-board three per 
cent consumption tax on all goods 
will go into effect from April 1. 

Kakimoto estimates the tax will 
boost consumer prices in 1989 by 
1.1 percentage points. 

“The three-per cent consump- 
tion tax at first looks like it would 
push consumer prices up the 
same three per cent, but actually 
it mil not, as industry is unlikely 
to pass that whole increase on,” 
be noted. 

Heavy corporate investment in 
plants and machinery for the past 
year or so has been improving 
production efficiency and lower- 
ing costs, Kakimoto said. 

Economists also said that when 
the consumption tax went into 
effect, the current high luxury 
taxes on cars, jewellery and other 
goods as well as indirect taxes 
would be' abolished and help 
offset the three per cent tax. 

Another impact on prices will 
be higher wages, economists said. 
Although the yearly labour talks 
around April may lead to wage 
hikes of five per cent or so, that 
increase is unlikely to feed back 
into consumer prices as manufac- 
turers should absorb some of 
those costs, they said. 

“If domestic prices start to rise , 


imports will come in and coo! 
them down,” Kakimoto said. . 

The strong yen has been keeph' 
ing prices of Japan's mostly dol- 
lar-based imports low and that 
should continue for the time 
being, said Susumu Kato, eco-' 
nomist at County Natwest Secur- 
ities Japan. 

Although the dollar has streng- 
thened against the yen over the 
past weeks, economists see it 
falling back against the yen later 
this year. 

Kakimoto expects the dollar to 
turn around some time after. 
April. The dollar has gained on 
market expectations President - 
Bush will act to cut the huge. U.S. ~ 
budget deficit, but when nothing 
develops the currency will 
weaken again, he said. 

Kakimoto also sees U.S. in- 
terest rates peaking after April, 
which would reduce dollar’s 
attractiveness. 

Although Japan is a heavy im- - 
porter of oil, needed to run its 
industries, . economists, said _the 
recent gains m crude prices were 
unlikely to stir up Japanese tnfia- . 
tion. 

Oil prices should soften this 
year as worldwide economic 
growth on the whole is likely to 
slow in 1989 and reduce demand 
for crude, they said. 


Poles expect worsening economy 


WARSAW (R) — Wrapped in 
thick winter coats and for hats, 
housewives stand glumly in line at 
a food store. Across the city, 
people shuffle slowly in chilling 
temperatures towards the counter 
of a dothing shop selling men’s 
shirts. 

Poles are accustomed to 
queues, shortages and shoddy 
goods. And despite a host of 
economic reforms taking effect in 
1989, many of them say things are 
going to get worse. 

According to Lech Walesa, 
leader of tbe banned Solidarity 
trade union, Poland has become 
the “beggar of Europe.” 

Items in short supply include 
coffee, washing machines, televi- 
sions, good clothes, bed linen and 
blankets, car parts, toilet paper, 
shoes and boots. 

Some articles can only be 
bought for dollars on the thriving 


black market, where the Polish 
zloty has become almost worth- 
less. Inflation is soaring and Po- 
land cannot even pay the interest 
on its crippling foreign debt of 
$37.9 billion. 

Union officials say real incom- 
es are 20 per cent lower than in 
1979, before the Solidarity up- 
heaval, and Poles eat consider- 
ably less meat under rationing 
than in 1980. 

“If anything, I think queues are 
going to get even longer. There 
are 18,000 people where I work 
and to a man they are fed up,” 
said a factory worker queuing for 
food in central Warsaw. 

The government needs to keep 
down inflation, he said. “I don't 
think its economic reforms will 
have any effect for at least five 
years.” 

The first economic reforms of 
Prime Minister Mieczyslaw 


IBM reports 12 per cent profit gain 


Rakowski, who took office 
September, took effect eai 
this month. 

They include measures to 
courage private enterprise 
foreign business and the es 
lish merit of nine new banks Oj 
ating independently of the cer 
state bank. 

Other laws which took effet 
the new year reduced top rate 
income tax and allowed u 
Poles to legally possess doll; 

Western diplomats i 
Rakowski wants to injection 
and domestic capital info the t 
nomy and strengthen the zlor 
curb annual inflation, which 
government puts at about 
cent. Some officials say it ; 
reach 100 per cent in Janua 

However, Rakowski says j 
sonal sacrifices are needed. : 
the end of petrol ratio ning j 
coal restrictions are accompan 
by price rises for these item 


NEW YORK (R) — Internation- 
al Business Machines (IBM) 
Corp., the world’s largest compu- 
ter company, has said its profit in 
.the fourth quarter of 1988 rose 
.12.4 per cent to $2.35 billion, 
rounding off its best year since 
1985. 

Strong acceptance of new pro- 
ducts. which led to a nearly 10 per 
cent slaes rise in the fourth quar- 
ter, along with a lower cost struc- 
ture were given credit for the 


FURNISHED APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

Consisting of two bedrooms, and the necessary utilities. 
Location: near the Bustan Restaurant and Park. Also 
available for rent are two bedroom apartments with 
utilities. Location: Jabal Amman, 3rd Circle. 

For information please call 644528/661686 
Amman. 


CAR FOR SALE 

Duty-free Renault 25, model 1986, with all 
accessories and in excellent condition. 

Please c&ll 601911 


PARTNERSHIP 


European lady: High! cosmetician beautician; 

specialised in natural herbal treatments, fitness aerobics 
and slimming... is interested in a business partnership or 
attractive employment offer. 


Please call Tel. 641346 between 0900 - 1300. 


NEWLY BUILT, SUPER DELUXE 

FURNISHED VILLAS FOR RENT 

1. Super deluxe furnished semi-villa, consisting of three bedrooms, 
three bathrooms, spacious salons. (Decorated from inside with 
gypsum) with mangificent architectural designs, surrounded by a 
garden with folly grown up plants, telephone, separate central 
heating, garage, artificial waterfall and independent entrance as mil 
as all services. 

2. Independent villa consisting of five bedrooms; four bathrooms, 
spacious salons, garden, telephone, central heating, and ga 
well as all services. Location: Opposite the University of 

emrance For Information please call 846886 


higher profit. 

For the year, the computer 
giant’s earnings rose 10.4 per cent 
to $5.81 billion revenue climbed 
eight per cent to $59.68 billion. 

“Our customers have re- 
sponded positively to improved 
products in every segment of our 
busine s s, and we have increased 
our efficiency significantly ” 
Chairman John Akers said in’ a 
statement. 

It was the biggest money-mak- 
ing year for IBM since 1985 
when the company had record 
earnings of $6.56 billion. 

Since , that time, IBM has 
moved to control costs and rees- 
tablish its lead in some key seg- 
ments, such as mid-sized compu- 
ters, where others have made 
inroads. 

Analysts were generally 
pleased with the fourth -quarter 

***** ^ sa L d appeared 
poised for further gains jjj 2989 
Analysts had been expecting IBM 


\n S . h ™ a q^erly profit ri isc 
10 to 18 per cent. 

The computer maker’s 
1* *e fourth qizai 
cent, to to 
talhon, while per-share eafnii 
rose a solid 14.4 per cent to $3. 
partly due to a reduction in 
number of shares outstanding 

net pn 

eyen more unpresave I 
included 

miir on&,tune charge of $2 

to cover tbedosts of gn 
personnel c 
PJJrturos- The lower' employme 
feveb should give aXST 
tutere earnings periods, ana fy 

The company reported tl 
empi °y ees had decided 
leave, compared with eariier es 
^ 3,000 to 4,000. T 
reductions were finked to max 
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Lindqvist 
leads in pro 
siding tour 

Mt. SNOW, Vermont (AP) — 
Former Swedish Olympian Nikias 
Lin dqvist skied to the top of the 
men’s U.S. pro tour overall 
standing whb a victory in giant 
slalom competition at the $40,000 
Seagram 7 Cup Saturday. 
- Sweden’s Jorgen Sumdqvist was 
second, Switzerland's Joerg Sed- 
er was third and Austria's Roland 
Pfeifer was fourth. 

• “I feels great to be back 
in the overall lead by 
myself/’ said lindqvist, who was 
tied with Sundqvist in the overall 
tour standings going into Satur- 
day!* event. 



- BY CHARLES QOftEN 
AND OUAR SHARIF 
OteBBTubui* IMtotenlca*. Inn. 


TALK ISN’T CHEAP 


*■ 'Nritbcr valncratfe: East deals. ' 
NORTH. 

* AJfr54 - 

A.Q ’ ’ 

• o;.yo»dv- ... 

WEST ' r\, j&Agf '- • 

* Void . ' ."4 K 10.97 :• ■ 

^ 9 2 '■ ■ 

OX QJ 6 2 •; O J 10 7 , rr*?« 

■ • . .south : > . • 

-.4Q832^.. 

. -* «Tr5f J 3: r : 

’ T V. 

The bidding: : 

EWl".V - . North 

Pass--. .Fass-: 3^.- ■ 

Pass * 44 -. Aw- -'5 NT - 
Pass 6 4 ; :‘ P*ss V. Pass : . 
DM... . Pxss^Fsss . . JPms s f ' 
Opeoiag lead: King of O 
. ~ SBence can .' be golden .at the /. 
bridge table. A careless word here L . 
andtherecan help declarerdrawan 
inference that might enable' Biin to ■' 
make iris contract.' 

North's- decision^ to Cue-bid 1 • 

. hearts is Che correct way to show a 
po werfo l two-soiter.: When South 
confirmed, fair ralnebyjnnrpfng in 
:■ spades <he vu welL prepared to eor- 
iect to diamonds had North held: a 
irdnor two-raker), - North used the " 


Grand Slam Force to find oat 
whether his partner held the missing 
two of the three top honors. East’s 
decision to doable was sheer cupid- 
. icy. Since Noithhad expressed inter- 
est in -'a grand slam-,, it was 
improbable that tbe contract would 
■go down-more than, one trick. 
^West’s' king of diamonds- was won , 
ra the Closed .hand, as a chib' was 
- dBscardttUfom dummy. Since TRns * 
could only be doubling on tramps, 
dcdarercrossed to the table with &e 
„*,e of hearts and led a low spade. , 
Bast could not afford to rise with 
the king,, so the queen won'. 

Declarer took dummy’s three top : 
clubs, then raffed a dub in hand. A ! 
diamond raff was foUowed by the 
. queen of hearts, overtaken with the 
king as an entry for another dia- 
mond ruff.-East was now down to 
not h i n g but three trumps, while 
dummy held the ace-jack of trumps 
and a dub. Declarer led tbe dub. 
East was forced to raff and lead 
away from his king of trumps into 
dummy's ace- jack tenace. Making 
six-add. 

Had East hot doubled, it's unlike- 
ly that declarer would have un- 
earthed the trump reduction play 
that allowed him to get home. East 
would almost surely have scored 
two tramp tricks for a one-trick set. 



^mthrawin^a retirement party 
/ for 'all ot ^our bad habits." 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hand. Arnold and Bob Lee 



SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Holland defends ski jump title 

LAKE PLACID, N. Y: (AP) — Olympian Mike Holland success- 
fully defended his 90-metre title at tbe U.S. ski jumping 
championships that were shortened to a angle round because of 
erratic winds Saturday. Holland, of Norwich, VT. , went 114.5 
metres in the first round on the Olympic hill, but he fell after 
going 123 metres on his second try. Officials decided to delay the 
competition because of the strong but erratic winds, then ended 
the meet when conditions remained unchanged. Holland won 
with 112.0 points to 103.5 for Tad Langlois of Newport, N.H., 
who jumped 109 metres. Mark Konopacke of Kingsford, MICH., 
was third, jumping 109 merres for 102.5 points. 

Ethiopian athlete wins San Sebastian race 

SAN SEBASTIAN, Spain (AP) — Chala Kelile of Ethiopia woo 
the 34th international cross-country race of San Sebastian, ahead 
of his countryman Haji Bulbula. Kelile won the 10-kilometre race 
in 29 minutes and 29.2 seconds, setting a new record for the San 
Sebastian race. The previous record was set by countryman 
Mohammad Kedir, with a time of 29:58, in 1983. Bulbula was 
second in 29:29.7, followed by Sammy Bitok of Kenya in 29:36.6. 
An estimated crowd of 15,000 watched the foot race at the 
Lasarte Hippodrome, entered by more than 200 athletes from 
nine countries. 

American wins speed skating race 

MIOLA DI PINE (AP) — Dan Jansen of the United States won 
the 500-metre World Cup speed skating race Saturday and 
finished second to Uwe Jens Mey of East Germany in the 
1, 000-metre event. Jansen, who now is 16th in the overall World 
Cup standings, covered the 500 metres in 37.42 seconds to edge Ki 
Tae Bae,- who was timed in 36.45. The South Korean is in second 
place overall. Mey, who holds tbe world record of 36.45 at the 
distance, was third with a time of 37.61. Three Americans finished 
next. Nick Tbometz was fourth at 37.65, Eric Flaim fifth at 38.04 
and David Cruickhans sixth at 38.27. 

Afysheba voted U.S. race horse of year 

ARCADIA, California (AP) — Alysheba, tbe horse that won 
S3.8 million in 1988 to become the richest animal in thoroughbred 
racing history, has been voted horse of the year. Alysheba 
received 179 points in voting by three racing organisations, 
compared with 40 points for the unbeaten filly personal ensign. “I 
knew at the Breeders Cup he had to win to be horse of the year 
because of the great record of personal ensign,” said Clarence 
Scbarbauer, whose wife Dorothy and daughter Pamela are listed 
as the horse's owners. “This is a great honour.” 

Moller wins Osaka marathon 

TOKYO (R) — New Zealand's Lorraine Moller won the Osaka 
international women's marathon in two hours 30 minutes 21 
seconds Sunday after Portuguese Olympic champion Rosa Mota 
tearfully retired from the race with leg cramps. Poland’s Renata 
Kokowska finished second in 2:31:19 and third was Gabriela Wolf 
of West Germany in 2:31:45. For the 33-year-old Moller, it was 
the third triumph in as many attempts in Osaka following wins in 
1986 and 1987. ‘Tin very proud to be back here in Osaka,” she 
said in jubilation. “Osaka’s such a great race, 1 feel like I own it in 
some ways. Therefore, it's my race and so I have to win... I think 
it’s nice to come back, running well again.” 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY. JANUARY 


W HOROSCOPE 

As Charted By The Carroll Rkjhter. Astrological Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
friendly and confident day will tend 
to make you -fed caring toward 
others. Much can be accomplished 
by learning, and through conferring 
with others who are enlightened 
experts. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Some 
minds at the workplace may seem 
like concrete: permanently set. 
When things bog down use patience 
and gentle persuasion. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) En- 
couraging others to bufld self- 
confidence will have benefits for 
you. Choose companions with 
simila r interests ana philosophies. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) 
Slow down the extreme pace for 
-emotional and physical well-being. 
Check on a young family member’s 
school progress and give help where 
needed. t 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
JuL 21) Impatience with others will 
not solve a problem. Remain calm 
until the matter is studied more ful- 
ly. Expedite important papers and 
documents. 

LEO (Jul. 22 to Aug. 21) 
Everything yon try is not going to 
meet with someone's approval For 
results, use a slow but gentle ap- 
proach in pushing romantic desires. 


• VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) You 
are ready for change, hut it might 
ba better to consult with others af- 
fected by your plan. A possessive 
approach can rile up your partner. 

LIBRA (SepL 23 to Oct. 22) Con- 
tinue to work hard, and the goal 
you are concernedwitEwill Se real- 
ized. Others, who are lagging 
behind, wiD fall into step. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) 
Change for the sake of change may 
still leave you unsatisfied. Make a 
checklist of the good things before 
dwelling on the negative. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) Use your gift of persuasion to 
get your ideas across. Inflated ex- 
pectations can lead to disappoint- 
ments. Set realistic goals. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
The one wham you think is not in- 
terested may just be shy. Take a 
chance by malting the first contact. 
Your enchanting ways get results. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
Someone will come along and pep 
up your whole day. Obstacles will 
be overcome even though the tasks 
seem insurmountable. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) 
, Cabin fever is not a disease, it just 
' means you need to bring enjoyment, 
to your life. Get busy and dig up 
activities. 



Lendl wins first Australian title 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Northern 
European 
5 wight tor one 
'9 Midshipman 
14 Chanteuse 
Adams 

15. in footwear 
.16 Taw 
17 Courage 
16 Sola 

19 Tennis score 

20 “There’s e 
long, long — 

23 Traps 

24 Wheezy 
disorder 

27 Animosity 
30 Likely 

32 Thrust 

33 MoldingB 

34 Superl 

36 A place (or 
suff. 

37 Not tended to 

38 One — time ■ 
-39 Fragrant 

rootstock 

41 HH hard 

42 Can. physician 

44 Pretends 

45 News bit 

47 Building wing 

48 Vichy s*. 

48 Blanket! Ike . 

. shawl 
51 Summer 

f OOffT 

Sfi Critical 
. comment 
56 Velvety fabric 
60 Farmer’s need 
til — many .. 
words. . 

62 Open sore 

63 Nautical word 

64 Platform 

65 Beverages 
68 A Truman 

67 Laborer of oh) 

DOWN 

1 For fear that 

2 Hob. month 
3 - — aaiaria 

4 BtoodBoa 
.5 ‘Treasure^—’’ 


CWn Tikjuno Madia Benrtem, Inc. 
AH HoMa Ruanad 


6 Exhibits 

7 — Anderson 

8 Ideal locale 

9 Moslem 
fudges 

10 Emissaries 

11 Some chHdran 

12 And so ok 
abbr. 

13 Pfpe joint 

21 Is stationary 
nautical! y 

22 Computer 
input 

25 Domt/a sister 

26 Pit 

27 Muslim girls 
In Paradise 

2S Related on 

tattler's aide 43 Appear 

29 Moderation 46 Way 

SO -Russ. 48 Play parts 

coopera ti ve 50 Docks 

31 Aiifoii or Bote 51 CBmblng 

34 Name plants 

36 Short coat 62 Tumor and 

40 — oafs • Louise 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved; 


unm nnnn nnnn 
cinnn nnnan nnnn 
nnnra nnnnn annn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
rano nnnnn 
nnnnnnn nnnnnn 
nnnn nnnn onnoo 
nnnn nnnnn annn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnn nnnnnnn 
nnnnn nnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnnin nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnon nnnn nnnn 


53 Chemical dye 

54 Win by — - 

56 Native Of 

Syria 

57 Qlen 

■58 Tavern 
59 Drink In 
660 , 


MELBOURNE (R) — Ivan Lendl won his first 
Australian Open singles title Sunday to end a 
four-month exile from the world number one posi- 
tion. 


Tbe Czechoslovak second seed 
beat Miloslav Mecir 6-2, 6-2, 6-2 
in just 115 minutes as his compat- 
riot’s touch and service game 
deserted him in the searing heat 
of ceotre court. 

The disappointing match play- 
ed in around 40 degree centigrade 
heat was all but over within an 
hour when Lendl led 5-1 in the 
second set after winning the first 
6 - 2 . 

A losing finalist here in 1983, 
Lendl was rarely troubled on bis 
own service after being broken to 
love in the second game of tbe 
match. 

Wearing a baseball cap the 
wrong way round so the peak 
protected his neck from the sun, 
Lendl concentrated his attack on 
Mecir’s serve which was weak at 
the start and weaker than that of 
women’s champion Steffi Graf by 
the end. 

Lendl, deposed by Mats Wilan- 
der after the Swede's win in 
September’s U.S. Open final, 
now takes over from Wilander at 
the top. Wilander was knocked 
out in the second round by India’s 
Ramesh Krishnan. 

“It's just a tremendous feeling. 
I can't discribe it, I feel so hap- 
py,” said a beaming Lendl, a 
losing semi finalist in the last three 
Opens. 

Lendl, who held the number 
one ranking for 156 weeks until 
September, has won three U.S. 
Open and three French Open 
titles. 

He beat Mecir in the 1986 U.S. 
Open final. 

“Winning the Australian Open 
is something I’ve wanted so bad. 
(Coach) Tony Roche and I have 
been bending over backwards to 
do this since 2985,” said Lendl 
after receiving the winners’ che- 
que of $140,000. 

“It's nice to be number one 
a g ajp but 4 winning this tourna- 
ment means so much more,” he 
told reporters. 

“When I’m finally able to wipe 
this smile off my face in a couple 
of months I'll think about the 


French.” 

Lendl admitted be was sur- 
prised by how pooriy Mecir had 
played and apologised to the 
12,000 capacity crowd for the 
unspectacular style of his victory. 

“I haven't seen Miloslav serve 
so badly for a long time.” Mecir 
served 10 double faults and just 
one ace which led to sarcastic 
applause from his disillusioned 
fans in the third set. 

“What I do against Mecir is not 
pretty, in fact it’s ugly. I don’t 
enjoy doing it but it's the way to 
play against him,” Lendl said. 

Lendl, clamped to the baseline. 


concentrated on keeping Medr’s 
delightful touches away from the 
net by serving hard and accurate- 
ly, and hitting deep. 

Fourteen aces helped Lendl's 
cause but he mostly bided his 
time, waiting for the almost in- 
evitable errors from Mecir. 

Mecir’s deceptive approach 
shots, such a feature of his play 
ec route to the final, were seldom 
evident. 

He also appeared more 
affected by the broiling sun than 
Lendl who had nearly collapsed 
from heat exhaustion after his 
semifinal victory over Austria's 
Thomas Muster. 

Mecir found it hard to explain 
his poor performance. ”1 just 
couldn't find my rhythm and I 
couldn’t hit the ball where I 
wanted to. 


The greatest in history... 

MELBOURNE (R) — Martina Navratilova and Pam Shriver, the 
greatest women's doubles tennis pair in history, woo their seventh 
consecutive title at the Australian Open Sunday. 

The American pair claimed their 20th Grand Shun doubles 
crown with a 3-6, 6-3, 6-2 victory over Patty Fendick of the U.S. 
and J01 Hetherington of Canada on a scorching centre court. 

The title was Navratilova’s eighth doubles crown in Melbourne 
which puts her two behind Thelma Long Nee Coyne and Nancye 
Wynne Bolton of Australia who won 20 titles together between 
1936 and 1952. 

Fendick and Hetherington, losing U.S. Open finalists in 1988, 
won the first set after breaking Sbrfver's service for a 3-1 lead. 

At 5-3 the sixth seeds fought back from 0-40 down to deuce and 
won the set — the first Navratilova and Shriver have dropped here 
— on their first setpoint. 

Fendick and Hetherington used a curious formation on their 
first serve with the net player crouching on the central service line 
ready to spring to either side for the return. 

Fendick had her service broken in the eighth game of tbe second 
set and a backhand volley from Navratilova woo the set. 

Experience told in the third set as Shriver,. who only maA» one 
unforced error in the match, led her partner to their 73rd doubles 
title as Fendick suffered two service breaks. 

Navratilova later said she wffl play doubles with old singles rival 
Chris Evert for the first time since 1982 in this year’s Italian Open. 

She said she would also team up for the first time with 
Australia's Hana Mandlikova, like NavratSova, bora In Czechos- 
lovakia. 

“I'm playing with Chris in Rome for old times sake. It’ll be the 
first time we’ve teamed up since the 1982 federation cup,” 
Navratilova said. 

Navratilova will play with Mandlikova at the French Open 
because Shriver is giving the tournament a miss to attend her 
younger sister's high school graduation. 


‘Football is a harsh mistress’ 


LONDON (R) — Barrie Wil- 
liams, poetry loving. manager of 
minor league Sutton,- couldn’t 
have put it better. ■ 

“Football is a harsh mistress,” 
he said with a broad smile after 
Sutton, conquerors of 1987 F.A. 
Cup winners Coventry in the last 
round, were shunted out of this 
season's competition Saturday by 
English first division pacemakers, 
Norwich. 

Williams predicted it, bis skip- 
per Tony Rains feared it most 
and Norwich duly delivered the 
8-0 thrashing at their Carrow 
Road ground. 

But rather than lam bast his 
defenders for giving the Norwich 
front men the freedom of his 
side's penalty area, Williams, 
who has declined many tempting 
offers to manage league clubs, 
was at pains to praise Sutton's 
executioners for "their red carpet 


Peanuts 


treatment.” 

“Norwich generosity was 
something I had only seen in 
rugby before. Their players 
waited in the tunnel and dapped 
my lads off the pitch,” he said. 

“I don’t know if we played 
them but we were certainly on the 
same pitch. What do you say to a 
team who have beaten you re- 
soundingly but thank you for the 
way you played the game. 

“I'm sony we didn’t do better 
for out fans but football is a harsh 
mistress.” 

The articulate Williams, who 
brings a breath of fresh air to the 
English game with his reasoned 
comments, said that Norwich, 
who led the first division until 
recently, had exploited virtually 
every half chance. 

"We tried to pressure them, 
particularly in midfield, but their 
one touch play completely des- 


troyed us. If that is professional 
football I'm in total admiration of 
it,” he added. 

MalCoim Allen, a late replace- 
ment for the injured Robert 
Rosario, and Robert Fleck were 
the pair mainly responsible for 
bursting the Sutton bubble. 

Allen scored four times and 
Fleck three — his first hat-trick 
since joining Norwich frorp Glas- 
gow Rangers for a dub record fee 
of $1,020,000 13 months ago. 

Kettering, the only other minor 
league side to survive to the 
fourth round, were left to reflect 
on a missed chance by veteran 
striker Ernie Moss two minutes 
from the end of their tie against 
first -division^ Charlton . 

“We had three or four players 
crying in the dressing room after 
tbe game,” said manager Peter 
Morris. “They thought we de- 
served a replay." 


“When I got him into rallies I 
felt I could play and win points 
but my serve let me down today. 

“I haven't had this problem for 
a long time but I hope I can work 
it out for myself,” said Mecir, one 
of the game's more unusual char- 
acters who has done without, a 
coach for the last four years. 

“Life goes on, even if you 
lose." he added with a shrug. 

Both players started cautious- 
ly. preferring to conserve their 
energies on a rubberised court 
surface heated to around 60 de- 
grees centigrade (140 Fahrenheit) 
by the midsummer sun. 

Lendl took time to eet into his 
stride, dropping his serve in only 
the third game as Mecir bad the 
better of the early exchange. 

But this setback seemed to 
galvanise Lendl. 

He immediately broke back for 

2- 2. and took six games in a row 
with a minim um of fuss, assisted 
by seven aces. 

Tbe ebarapion-in-waiting’s 
heavy serve proved influential 
again at the start of the second set 
when he produced an ace on 
break point against him in the 
first game. 

A disheartened Mecir con- 
tinued to produce a string of 
unforced errors, Lendl wrapping 
up the set as easily as the first and 
surging to a 3-0 lead in tbe third. 

It was only then that Mecir 
began to show anything 
approaching his normal form, 
holding his own serve for the first 
time since the second game ot the 
second set. 

One superb dropsbot and two 
sweetly-strick backhands helped 
him break Lendl's serve in the 
next game to reduce the deficit to 

3- 2. 

But these flashes of magic 
proved an illusion as Mecir failed 
to win another game. 

Lendl broke back immediately 
for 4-2, held his own serve after 
Mecir had wasted one break 
point and then found himself with 
three match points at 5-2, 40-0. 

Lendl's first attempt at a fore- 
band pass found the net. But 
Medr could not deal with his 
strong return on the next point 
and the 28-year-old, punched the 
air in triumph. 


Lewis wins 
first post 
Seoul meet 

HOUSTON, Texas (R) — Carl 
.Lewis won his 57tb consecutive 
long jump competition in his first 
outing since the Seoul Olympics 
and Jackie Joyner-Kersee won. 
the 55-raetre hurdle at the Hous- 
ton indoor games athletics meet- 
ing Saturday. 

American pole vaulter Joe Dial 
won his event with a jump of six 
metres. ; 

Lewis, who won four gold med- 
als at the Los Angeles Olympics 
and two gold medals at Seoul, 
jumped 8.15 metres on his first 
attempt. 

It was the first time since 
September 4, 1981 that Lewis 
failed to hit at least the 8.2-metre 
mark in a long jump series. 
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Polls reaffirm Bhutto’s power 


ISLAMABAD, Pakistan (AP) — Pakistani by-elec- 
tions confirmed the strength of Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto’s People’s Party, but the conserva- 
tive opposition succeeded in electing one of its 
leaders to parliament, official results Sunday 


showed. 


Bhutto's left-leaning Pakistan 
People's Party won four national 
seats in parliament and the 
opposition Islamic Democratic 
Alliance captured seven. But the 
results were seen as a victory for 
the prime minister's forces be- 
cause the alliance's new par- 
liamentary seats are all from its 
stronghold, the state of Punjab, 
where it was expected to win. 

Figures from the Pakistan elec- 
tion commission showed the turn- 
out iu Saturday's voting averaged 
just under 50 per cent as it did in 
general elections last November. 

At stake were 13 seats in the 
237-seat National Assembly, or 
lower house of parliament, and 


seven seats in the provincial 
legislatures. 

Among the opposition's win- 
ners was alliance leader Ghulam 
Mustafa Jatoi who suffered a 
humiliating defeat in his home 
district in southern Sind province 
in the previous election. 

This time he ran — and won — 
in Punjab. He is expected to lead 
the opposition forces on the 
National .Assembly floor. But the 
opposition will remain outnum- 
bered rwo-ro-one by Bhutto's 
party and its allies. 

The remaining two national 
seats went to an independent and 
a candidate of a minor party. 

In the provincial contests. 


Bhutto's party and the alliance 
each won three seats, and an 
independent party captured one 
seat. 

The election commission 
awarded Bhutto's party one 
national and one provincial seat 
earlier because the party’s candi- 
dates ran unopposed in those 
races: 

Saturday's results reflected the 
voting pattern in' November when 
Pakistan held its first free elec- 
tions in 11 years. 

Bhutto's party emerged the 
strongest nationwide but fell 
short of an outright majority. The 
nine-party opposition alliance, 
which includes proteges of the 
late military strongman President 
Mohammad Zia Ul-Haq, estab- 
lished a power base in Punjab 
where it now controls the provin- 
cial legislature. 

Zia died in a plane crash last 
August, clearing the way for the 
Bhutto forces' return to power. 

Zia overthrew Benzair's father. 


Prime Minister Zulfikar Ali 
Bhutto, in a bloodless 1977 coup 
and ordered him hanged two 
years later after he was convicted 
of conspiring to murder a political 
opponent. 

Of Pakistan's 48 million-strong 
electorate, only three million 
were entitled to vote Saturday. 
The contests took place in dis- 
tricts where candidates last 
November won more than one 
seat, or where the vote was post- 
poned because a candidate bad 
died. 

Pakistan allows national and 
provincial candidates to run for 
more than one seat but they can 
daim only one. The extra seats 
are put to a second vote in by- 
elections and usually go to a 
candidate of the same party. 

Chief election Commissioner 
S.A. Nusrat said Saturday’s vot- 
ing generally was calm and peace- 
ful except for one district in the 
Punjab capital of Lahore where 
police waded in to break up a 



Anti-U.S. riots 
hit South Korea 


Benazir Bhutto 


stone- throwing melee between 
supporters of Bhutto and the 
opposition. 

Nusrat said the disturbance did 
not disrupt voting. 


SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — • 
Radical students demanding the 
emulsion of U.S. troops from 
South Korea hurled hundreds of 
firebombs and rocks at riot police 
Sunday after they were blocked 
from marching through Seoul. 

Hundreds of riot police m 
green combat fatigues and black, 
visored helmets retaliated by 
huriing tear gas grenades and 
made three charges to drive back 
students during the clashes. 
Police armoured vans sprayed the 
protesters with tear gas. 

“American troops get out, 
protesters screamed as waves of 
students pelted troopers with fire- 
bombs. Several troopers were set 
on fire as the bombs exploded in 
balls of orange flame. 

Police officials, who said 
10,000 riot police were deployed 
across Seoul to block the protest, 
bad no immediate word on 


Sri Lanka rebels hit 
security forces 


Trial looms for North 


arrests or injuries. 

Earlier Sunday, several youths 
hurled firebombs at a Seoul court 


COLOMBO (R) — Suspected 
left-wing rebels, bent on disrupt- 
ing next month's Sri Lankan 
general elections, attacked police 
stations and an army vehicle kill- 
ing six security men. military 
sources said Sunday. 

They blamed the People's Li- 
beration Front, composed of 
members of the majority 
Sinhalese community, for the 
attacks at the weekend. 

Rebels hurled bombs and fired 
at two police stations in the capir- 
al, Colombo and another in a sub- 
urb Saturday night. Four police- 
men died and one was seriously 
wounded in the raids, the sources 
said. 

The rebels escaped with a large 
number of guns from one of the 
stations. Police and troops laun- 
ched joint search operations for 
the attackers. 

Police across the isl.and have 
been alerted for possible further 
attacks. 

The sources said rebels fired at 


an army vehicle at Akuressa in 
the south Sunday, killing two 
soldiers and injuring another. An 
arrested rebel, who was in the 
jeep, died in the clash. 

The front, describing the Feb. 
15 election as a fraud, has called 
on the people to boycott it. 

Suspected front member raided 
two post offices in the north- 
central Polonnaruwa district 
Saturday and destroyed polling 
cards that were to be distributed 
to voters. 

A branch office of the main 
opposition group, the Freedom 
Party, at Weligama in the south 
was set ablaze. 

Nine candidates for the elec- 
tion and more than 200 suppor- 
ters of various political parties 
have been killed since campaign- 
ing started three weeks ago. 

Police have blamed the Front 
for most of the violence. Obser- 
vers said rivalry among suppor- 
ters of candidates was also re- 
sponsible for some of the attacks. 




Oliver North 


WASHINGTON (R) — More 
than two years after the Iran- 
contra scandal exploded as 
Ronald Reagan's worst White 
House crisis, the issue of whether 
Oliver North was a hero or a 
lawbreaker is set for trial. 

Jury selection is due to start 
Tuesday in the trial of North, the 
former White House aide and 
retired marine lieutenant colonel 


who orchestrated the sale of arms 
to Iran and the diversion of pro- 
fits to Nicaragua's contra rebels 
in 1985-86. when U.S. military 
aid was banned by Congress. 

Once described by Reagan as 
“a national hero" and called a 
patriot by George Bush, North 
was fired from his job as a White 
House National Security Council 
aide when the scandal became 
public in November 1986. 

He has pleaded not guilty to 
the string of coverup and miscon- 
duct charges lodged against him 
and vowed to wage a vigorous 
defence — including efforts to 
call Reagan and Bush as defence 
witnesses — in an effort to >how 
his superiors approved of his 
clandestine White House activi- 
ties. 

A boyish-looking, articulate 
man of 45, who stirred a wave of 
“OUiemania" with his impas- 
sioned patriotic testimony at tele- 
vised congressional hearings in 
1987, North got a big break re- 
cently when the two central 


charges of fraud and theft relating 
to the secret contra funds diver- 
sion were dropped. 

Special prosecutor Lawrence 
Walsh told trial Judge Gerhard 
Gesell he could not prosecute 
those bedrock charges because 
the government refused him the 
public use of classified intelli- 
gence documents necessary to 
make his case. 

So round one has gone by 
default to North's defence led by 
Brendan Sullivan, who was in- 
volved in many verbal battles 
with members of Congress at the 
1987 hearings. 

Still remaining, however, are a 
dozen charges including obstruct- 
ing justice" by shredding secret 
White House documents, lying to 
Congress and joining a tax-fraud 
conspiracy to raise private funds 
for the contras. 

Also looming over the trial are 
the defence subpoenas of presi- 
dent Bush and ex-president 
Reagan and the major constitu- 
tional issues these raise. 
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bunding and yelled radical slo- quarters of the giant Samsung 
gans before fleeing, police said. Corporation, a producer of sh, P*’ 


The bombs caused slight damage, 
but there were no reports of 
injuries, they said. 

Fighting erupted when some 
6,000 labour union activists and 
radical students tried to march to 
the city centre. Labour groups 
and students had held separate 
rallies a few metres (yards) apart, 
but then joined ranks for the 
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Taiwan opposition protests pension bill 


TAIPEI. Taiwan (AP) — Thousands of supporters of the 
opposition Democratic Progressive Party marched through Taipei 
streets Sunday to protest parliament's passage of a bill to give 
retiring lawmakers large pensions. Shouting “full elections for 
parliament" and “old thieves step down," the protesters marched 
from three locations to the Chiang Kai-Shek Memorial Park in 
downtown Taipei for a rally. Last Thursday, the lawmaking 
legislative Yuan approved a bill offering large bonuses to aging 
lawmakers who voluntarily retire. The old lawmakers were 
elected 42 years ago in China. 


U.N. begins review 
of rights violations 


Muslims protest Rushdie’s book 


Discovery launch may be delayed 


GENEVA (R) — The United 
Nations begins its annual review 
of human rights abuses Monday 
with diplomats split on whether 
the exercise significantly helps 
protect individuals against 
tyranny. 

Grim tales of torture, arbit- 
rary arrest, summary execution, 
mistreatment of minorities and 
denial of individual rights will be 
aired in public during the six- 
week session of the U.N.’s hu- 
man rights commission. 

Some diplomats view the 
annual meeting, attended by 
more than 1,200 government rep- 
resentatives and human rights ex- 
perts, as a major exercise in 
hypocrisy as governments with 
equally poor human rights re- 
cords attack each other. 

They argue that the debates, 
now in their 45th year, do little to 
prevent hundreds of thousands of 
people being deprived of their 
basic rights. 

But others feel the publicity 
surrounding the session forces 
some offending countries to 
mend their ways. 

“Even if one person some- 
where is let out of jail the com- 
mission will have achieved some- 
thing," one Western European 
diplomat said. 

Commission Secretary John 
Pace said the greater awareness 


of human rights than when the 
commission began meeting was 
reflected in the volume of re- 


quests to the U.N. Human Rights 
Centre for Assistance. 


Centre for Assistance. 

"We have seen very great prog- 
ress since the adoption of the 
Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights 40 years ago,” said Jan 
Martenson, U.N. under-secret- 
ary-general for human rights. 

But he conceded: “unfortu- 
nately, we see daily gross human 
rights violations in various cor- 
ners of the world". 

Israel is likely to come under 
fire again for beating and shoot- 
ing Palestinians in efforts to con- 
tain a 13-month-old uprising in its 
occupied territories. 

Delegates will also hear reports 
on summary executions, torture 
and disappearances in a number 
of countries in Latin America and 
the Middle East. 

U.N. sources said plans by the 
Romanian government to destroy 
entire villages as part of a mod- 
ernisation programme could be 
brought up although the issue was 
not on the agenda. 

Racial segregation in South 
Africa and discrimination against 
ethnic and religious minorities in 
several countries feature on the 
agenda, along with a planned 
charter on the protection of chil- 
dren. 


LONDON ( AP) — Thousands of 
Muslims from around Britain 
marched through London Satur- 
day to demand a ban on Salman 
Rushdie's controversial book 
"The Satanic Verses," which they 
regard as blasphemous. 

As one group of marchers 
made their way to the south 
London offices of publisher Pen- 
guin Books, another group called 
on Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher asking for legislation to 
make blasphemy against non- 
Christian religions an offence, as 
blasphemy against Christianity is. 

The marchers, estimated by 
police at about 8,000, chanted as 
they wound their way through 
central London. They were held 
up by police at one point and 
asked to be “less excitable," but 
no incidents were reported. 

“The Satanic Verses” is named 
after the verses the Prophet 
Mohammad removed from the 


Koran on grounds they were in- 
spired by the devil. 


Shaiah Shuja, spokesman for 
the Islamic Defence Council, 


said: "If a thing is evil, you either 
have to sit back and do nothing, 
or take action against it. This is 
evil, and we are taking action.” 

He denied that any serious 
threats had been made against 
the life of author Rushdie and 
added that he had been opposed 
to action by about 1,000 Muslims 
in northern England who burned 
copies of the book. Rushdie has 
said he received death threats. 

"Books give knowledge and 
wisdom. I do not like burning 
books," Shuja said, but added: 
"This book does not give know- 
ledge and wisdom." 

Booksellers W.H. Smith with- 
drew “The Satanic Verses" from 
view after pressure from Muslim 
groups, although it is still avail- 


able at the chain's 430 shops. 

Marchers carried a letter to 
Penguin, owners of Viking, the 
book’s publishers, demanding 
that all remaining copies of the 
book be withdrawn and des- 
troyed and asking Penguin for an 
apology. 

It described the publication as 
"Viking's most outrageous-ever 
sacrilege". 

The letter said: “No individual, 
much less a whole world com- 
munity, can accept to be abused 
and insulted in the filthy way that 
this 'novel' work has sought to 
do. And no ’serious publisher* 
can take shelter behind the undis- 
puted right of freedom of ex- 
pression in order to publish such 
dirty work." 

India and some Arab states 
have banned the book, which has 
been on Britain’s best-seller list 
for several weeks. 


CAPE CANAVERAL. Florida (R) — Engine problems found 
after the last shuttle flight could affect the scheduled Feb. 23 
launch date of the shuttle Discovery, U.S. space agency officials 
said Saturday. National Aeronautics and Space Administration 
(NASA) spokeswoman Lisa Malone said turbo pumps on at least 
two of Discovery's main engines may have to be replaced because 
of moisture found on the pumps of Atlantis during a post-flight 
inspection following its December mission. Space workers, 
meanwhile, paid silent tribute to the seven astronauts who died in 
the Challenger explosion three years ago. Flags at Kennedy Space 
Centre were lowered to half-staff at 11:38 a.m. (1638 GMT), the 
moment the space shuttle Challenger lifted off Jan. 28, 1986. 


Gorbachev to visit Cuba 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev’s visit to 
Cuba, postponed because of last month's earthquake in Armenia, 
has been rescheduled for April, TASS news agency said Sunday. 
The agency did not give exact dates for the trip or say how iong 
Gorbachev would stay. The Soviet leader had been due to go to 
Cuba in December after a brief visit to New York, where he 
addressed the U.N. General Assembly and met both outgoing 
President Ronald Reagan and his successor George Bush. He was 
also forced to postpone a visit to Britain scheduled for the same 
trip when the extent of deaths in the Dec. 7 earthquake became 
clear. The final death toll was over 25,000. 


China loses go-between in 
death of Panchen Lama 


Malaysia ruling party wins 


PEKING (R) — The Panchen 
Lama, Tibet’s second most senior 
religious leader, has died after 
suffering a stroke and Asian di- 
plomats said Sunday Peking bad 
lost a valuable intermediary with 
the Tibetan people. 

The New China news agency 
said the Panchen Lama, 50, died 
Saturday at his residence in 
Xigaze, Tibet, where he was pres- 


iding over the opening ceremony 
of a rebuilt shrine. 

It said he had been fatigued 
because of his duties at the open- 
ing of the shrine, which contains 
the remains on the fifth to ninth 
Panchen Lamas. It gave no more 
details. 

As vice-chairman of the 
National People’s Congress, Chi- 
na's parliament, he was the most 


senior Tibetan in the Chinese 
government, as well as being the 
second religious leader after the 
Dalai Lama. 


“He was an important person, 
acceptable to Tibetans and Pek- 
ing,” one diplomat said. “He will 
be very hard to replace. I know of 
no one of comparable stature 
who can take his place." 


KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia (AP) — Prime Minister Mahathir 
Mohammad's ruling National Front coalition won a national 
parliament election Sunday and his supporters railed the victory a 
rejection of efforts to oust him. Amid cheers of “long live the 
National Front,” elections commission official Mohammad Nor 
Bador announced Sunday that National Front candidate Ong Tee 
Keat defeated Harun Idris, a former chief minister of Selangor 
state, by 4,250 votes of 23,718 ballots cast. Idris was the candidate 
fielded by an opposition group trying to oust Mahathir. Five other 
independent candidates running in the Am pang Jaya constituency 
received a combined total of only 265 votes. About 63 per cent of 
voters cast their ballots Saturday in the constituency that forms 
the eastern part of this city of one million people. 


Guest workers in W. Germany — ‘abused, degraded, human guinea pigs 


By Maggie James 


LONDON — Although the 
exploitation of immigrants is 
universal, it is disturbing to 
read a first-hand account of the 
abuse, hostility and degrada- 
tion meted out to a foreigner in 
a so-called civilised society — 
and it is even more disturbing 
to learn of the dangerous 
working conditions endured by 
this abused minority. 

In 1983. West German jour- 
nalist Gunter Wall raff donned 
the role of Levent Ali Sinir- 
lioglu. a Turkish immigrant 
worker and, over a period of 
two years, submerged himself 


into a part that, he admits, he 
had deferred for years through 


fear. In previous investigations 
Waliraff had exposed napalm 
bomb manufacturers, the 
backers of a right-wing coup in 
Portugal, torture in the goals 
of the Greek junta and the 
immorality of the gutter-press 
in Germany. 

The difficulties and humilia- 
tion of life experienced by 
Wailraffs alter ego is outlined 
in Lowest of the Low, pub- 
lished by Methuen of London. 
Though it caused a furor in 
Germany, the book has been a 
bestseller there and in France 
and Holland. As a film it won a 
British award for the best fore- 


ign language film. 

Official figures estimate that 
in December 1987 more than 
1.5 million Turkish workers 
and their families lived in Ger- 
many, out of a population of 61 
million. Few of them can be 
said to have enjoyed the be- 
nefits of mainstream German 
society. 

The unacceptable face of the 
Turk hides also the unaccept- 
able face of capitalism, says the 
book's introduction. The rac- 
ism that defines the Turk as 
inferior, fit only for dirty jobs 
and disposable, and locks him 
permanently into an under- 
class, is also that which hides 
from the public gaze the mur- 
kier doings of industry. 

The law and the government 
turn a blind eye to cheap, alien 
labour and the result is that a 
whole system of exploitation is 
erected on the back of the 
foreign worker, but racism 
shield that system from the 
light of day. 

It is that same racism, popu- 
lar and institutional, that keeps 
the unions too from taking up 
the cause of foreign workers — 
and the contribution of the 
media and of politicians in 
making it popular keeps them 
forever foreign. 

Beginning his working life in 
the black economy in his dis- 


guise as AH, Waliraff obtains a 
job at a fast food chain in 
Hamburg. It is no surprise to 
discover that the work is de- 
manding and low paid. What 
isn't so palatable is his revela- 
tion: “We’re given two cloths, 
one for the table surface, the 
other for the ashtrays. The 
cloths often get mixed up, be- 
cause we have to work so 
quickly. But no one worries 


den; everything is conducted 
secretively in order to conceal 
our work on the building site,” 
he reveals. “We have to sign a 
receipt when we’re paid, but 
there’s no dupUcate copy for 
us, and we don't get a written 
wages slip either. After the 
pay-out. the foreman im- 
mediately takes back the 
sheets on which he has entered 
our work times. He does that 


An expose by West German investigative journalist 
Gunter Wallfraff, which highlights the exploitation 
of immigrant workers in the country, has provoked 
strong reaction from the public, politicians and 
companies involved. But it has also shamed the 
West German government into enforcing laws 
regulating the treatment of immigrant workers. 


ly have to eat it. no one finds it 
necessary to examine either 
our state of health or the sub- 
tances themselves,” he dis- 
closes. 

A high concentration of 
harmful substances are de- 
tected in the samples — in 
particular a high reading of 
mercury and lead, which are 
extremely toxic elements to 
humans. Waliraff is left with a 
legacy of bronchial problems 
from that particular job. 


“It has frequently been 
proved that the (pharmaceutic- 


Guinea pigs 


about that here; often we have 
to clean the toilets with the 
same cloths as well.” 

Experiencing life as a build- 
ing site worker with the sixth 
largest construction company 
in West Germany, Waliraff 
finds no documentation is 
necessary to obtain a job and, 
although the work is physically 
exhausting and sometimes 
dangerous, he is not covered 
by health insurance. 

“It is not only the company 
bank accounts that remain hid- 


because in the building indus- 
try, contract work paid by the 
hour is forbidden by law.” 

Another arduous job taken 
on by Ali (alias Waliraff) is in a 
steel mill. Although the atmos- 
phere is full of dust, the work- 
ers are not supplied with face 
masks, waliraff secretly sends 
some of the dust samples for 
analysis. 

“Although the dust pollu- 
tion in several work areas is so 
extreme that we don’t just 
breathe the stuff in, but literal- 


Di sco ve ring that Turks and 
other foreigners, like Indone- 
sians, Latin American political 
refugees and Pakistanis are in 
demand as human guinea pigs 
for the pharmaceutical indus- 
try, Waliraff joins their num- 
ber. He discovers that there 
are many foreigners who are 
‘professional’ test persons, 
who go from institute to insti- 
tute, and sometimes expose 
themselves to dangerous dou- 
ble tests. It's called ‘pharma- 
prostitution 1 in the trade. 

Waliraff himself, although 
told that side effects are rare, 
experiences some unpleasant 
reactions after taking , part in 
tests. But he charges that the 
majority of the experimenting 
is unnecessary. 


al] companies themselves tam- 
er with and rewrite reports by 
reputable clinicians which are 
based on human tests in public 
hospitals. What does that say 
about the many private insti- 
tutes which test the drugs on 
‘healthy’ paid test-persons, and 
are almost completely depen- 
dent on contracts from the 
industry itself?” he asks. 

Waliraff next turns to 
maintenance work in a nuclear 
power station. Enquiring if the 
work is dangerous, he is assur- 
ed by the personnel manager 
tfat the work is no different 
from anywhere else in indus- 
try. In West Germany, howev- 
er, there is no precise informa- 
tion on the consequences of 
limited doses of radiation and 
most foreign workers who are 
sent into the intensely radioac- 
tive areas of nuclear power 
stations in repair or cleaning 
gangs, don’t appear in the sta- 
tistics years of decades later if 
they have developed cancer of 
.the testides, the prostate or 
the thyroid, says Waliraff, 

It's for this reason that the 
managements of nuclear power 
stations try to make do with a 
small, permanent, full-time 
staff, and for the relatively 
dangerous jobs, they often hire 


temporary workers from sub- 
contractors. Often, these tem- 
porary workers receive the 
maximum ‘allowable’ annual 
radiation dose of 5,000 mil - 
liremes in a few hours or days. 

Denouncing the fact that 
workers from subcontractors 
are given a medical examina- 
tion before the job, but not • 
after it, Waliraff asks whether 
it is murder by instalments 
Every year, he says, tens of 
thousands of cleaners and wel- 
ders work in German nuclear 
power stations. About half of 
them are foreign and they fre- 
quently return to their home- 
lands before the consequences 
become visible or noticeable. 

Waliraff concedes, “I still 
oon t know how an immigrant 
«>pes with the dailylniSlia- 
frons the hostility and the 
^ aIe ; ® ut I do now know what 
has to be endured, and how far 
contempt foT a human being 

fwfo? LSJHpy- There? 
f-X 1 apartheid happening 
ngbt here among us — in oar 




m Workers and students yelled 
anti-government slogans calling 
for the fall, of President Rob 
Tae- Woo’s conservative adminis- 
tration and the arrest of former 
President Chun Doo-Hwan on 
corruption charges. 

. “Arrest Chun Doo-Hwan. 
Oust Rob Tae-Woo protesters 
chanted as they marched to the 
beat of drums and brass gongs. 

The marchers, carrying dozens 
of red, white and blue flags with 
anti-government slogans, were 
haired after a few hundred metres 
by riot police. Shoving and 
pushing erupted, but the mar- 
chers could not get through. 

Students armed with firebombs 
and rocks then attacked police. 
Fighting was confined to a main 
street and several side streets and 
lasted more than one hour. 

The labour activists did not 
take part in the fighting, and 
many of them left in buses to 
stage a protest outside the head- 



Baring breasts 
in pursuit of visa 


televisions and other goods. 
Several thousand riot police ring- 
ed the building as workers 
shouted slogans and hurled leaf- 
lets before leaving peacefully. 

Labour leaders denounced the 
government and major corpora- 
tions, claiming they suppressed 
trade unions and exploited work- 
ers to produce cheap exports. 


ROME (AP) — Bona Sta 
Italy's porn star parliaments 
known as Cicciolina bared 
breasts in front of the U.S. co 
late Friday after again faHin 
obtain a visa to perform in 
Francisco. As photograpl 
snapped away on Via Veneto 
37-year-old Staller opened 
coat and blouse and held i 
sign saying, in Italian, “Wh 
the United States afraid of 
ciolina’s breasts?” She s 
“This isn’t the end, I am 
giving up.” The Hungarian-t 
Staller has been trying for wi 
to obtain a U.S. visa. Emb 
spokesman Mark Dillen said 
application was “under . revie 
He declined to give any res 
for the delay but ir is believe 
stem from her failure to list 
arrests on the application.’ 
has been arrested on obset 
charges several times. 
Wednesday was convicted i 
Venice court of public obsce 
and given a five-month' 
pended sentence. Staller ha§fc 
invited to perform in the Mile 
Brothers' O’Farrell Theatre 
San Francisco. 


Centenarian weds, 
heads for 
honeymoon 


RIYADH (R) — r A Saudi t 
bian in his 100th year manic 
76-year-old woman in Mecca 
then headed for the hill resoi 
Taif for a honeymoon, 0 
newspaper reported Friday. ' 
groom, identified only 
B.M.Z.. paid a 5270 dowry 
fore the ceremony, attended 
his eldest son, aged 60. and se 
al grandchildren. The Mui 
cleric performing the marii 
said the couple appeared in g- 
health and predicted “not so : 
a married Itfe” for them. 


Revival of 
Buck Rogers 


CHICAGO (AP) — An elev* 
that goes through the roof i 
into outer space? Colonies or 
ing Earth? A giant hook t 
swings from the sky and sco 
goods and passengers into spa 
Impossible. Then again.. r Si 
years ago, men walking on 
moon, lie detectors and insi 
cameras sounded equally < 
plausible to most people. 1 
1929 predictions, and many m 
like them, were made in 
ramie strip “Buck Rogers,” se 
the year 2429. On Monday, 
grandchildren of one of the'e 
toon’s creators gathered to mi 
new predictions on what wo 
have been Buck’s 60 
anniversary. “In 1929, when tl 
came out with the numerous p 
dictions in Buck Rogers, ti 
thought they were 500. years 
the future. And (much of it) cz 
true within a century,” said FI 
Dille, grandson of John FI 
Dille, who died in 2957. Dille a 
his sister, Lorraine Williams, p 
to faring back the strip as well 
release a series of books a 
possibly a movie. But first, ti 
said, they must revamp the futi 
since much of their grandfathe 
future has already becoi 
reality. 


‘Soaps encourage 
people to drink* 


LONDON (AP) — Princess I 
ana Tuesday blamed" soajropet 
featuring alcohol for iiffinenti 
people to drink. Diana, a tee) 
taler, also told a former alcofap 
at a south London rebabilitatii 
centre that people fiud.it strap 
that she does not drink social) 
"She said that when she switch 
on Eastenders or Coronatt 
Street the whole scene aroifl 
those soap operas is drinking a 
pubs and of course that ■ is •; 
influence,” said Mflce Abell? 
former resident at the centre wi 


now runs his own programme 
help alcoholics. Diana.- the .oe 


tre’s patron, was referring- to -H 
popular British soap operas, bo 
of which featiire many scenes 
neighbourhood pubs. Ab< 
quoted the . princess as sayh 
people found it “peculiar” th 
she does not 'dank, on' sop 
outings but;“sbe knows the dif 
culties people have, and she al 
knows that society itself is gpafl 
towards drinking.” - • 


Bedford institute 
launches film 


worst .fears. F.W. Min 

r thc mi ^ e °f West ‘rise" for t 

&^^.»J[ ex P^ra c ed ctmdir 1927 film 

usuaU y only. few tmua 

*™bed m historv 1w>i» : -i ... 


SALT LAKE CITY, Utah .(A! 

Ro bert KedfordV Sunday 
Institute - has launched the 11 
annual United States film fesirt 
with • a film. ; Instead j 

°P en feg tfae frativ^ Witfa '■&. ?? 
independent - film as ip. pferip* 

years, organisers resurrect 8 
F.W. Mtrrnau’s classic 
■rise"- for the:opefrmgFriday^ 


* SH us ^y only J- few muacai7s^^Sc«ed 
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